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Workaholism and Greed

There’s only one addiction for which we are praised – overworking. With every other addiction,
concerned others are looking to put you into a clinic or into a recovery program, but if your addiction is
work, generally it’s seen as virtue. I know of what I speak. I’m a “recovering workaholic”, and not
exactly in full sobriety at the moment. However, I recognize the disease. Here are its symptoms: we are
forever short of time with too many things to do. Our days are too short.
In his autobiography, movie critic Roger Ebert, writes, “I have filled my life so completely that many
days there is no time to think about the fact that I am living it.” Many of us know the feeling. Why do
we do this to ourselves?
The answer may surprise us. When our lives are so pressured that we never have time to savor the fact
that we are alive and living it, when we are always short of time with too many things to do, we are
suffering from greed, one of the classical deadly sins.
We have a simplistic notion of greed. When we think of a greedy person, we imagine someone who is
stingy, selfish, rich in money and material things, hoarding those riches for himself. Few of us fit that
category. Greed, in us, has infinitely subtler forms. What most of us who are generous, unselfish, and
not rich in money or property suffer from is greed for experience, greed for life itself, and (if this
doesn’t sound too heretical) greed even in our generosity. We are greedy to do more (even good things)
in our lives than time allows.
Where do we see this? We see it in ourselves whenever there is never enough time to do what we
(seemingly) need to do. There is always pressure that we should be doing more. When we think that
somehow God made a mistake with time and didn’t allot us enough of it, we are suffering from greed.
Henri Nouwen once described it this way: “Our lives often seem like over packed suitcases bursting at
the seams. In fact, we are almost always aware of being behind schedule. There is a nagging sense that
there are unfinished tasks, unfulfilled promises, unrealized proposals. There is always something else
we should have remembered, done, or said. There are always people we did not speak to, write to, or
visit.”
But … God didn’t make a mistake in giving us time. God gave us enough time to do what is asked of
us, even in generosity and selflessness. The issue is on our side and the problem is greed. We want to do
more in life than life itself allows.
Moreover, in most cases, this is easy to rationalize. If we are burning out while serving others, we can
easily look at our over-extension, tiredness, and our haunting sense that we are not doing enough and
see it as virtue, as a form of martyrdom, as selflessness, as giving our lives away for others. Partly this is
true, there are times when love, circumstance, or a particular season in our lives can demand that we
hand it all over to the point of radical self-abnegation; even Jesus was overwhelmed at times and tried to
sneak away for some solitude. However, that is not always the case. What a mother needs to do for an
infant or a young needy child is quite different from what she needs to do when that child is grown and
is an adult. What is virtue in one situation can become greed in another situation.
Being too busy generally begins as a virtue, and then often turns into vice – subtle greed. What was
once necessary to serve others now begins more to serve our own self-image and reputation. As well, it
functions as a convenient escape. When we are consumed with doing work for others, we don’t have to
face our own inner demons nor the demons that need to be faced in our marriages, vocations, and
relationships. We are simply too busy; but this is an addiction, the same as all other addictions, except
that this particular addiction is seen as a virtue for which we are praised.
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This is one reason why God gave us the Sabbath, ordering us to stop working one day each week. Sadly,
we are losing the very notion of Sabbath. We have turned a commandment into a light lifestyle
suggestion. This can be a good thing to do, if you can manage it! However, as Wayne Mueller writes in
his very challenging book on the Sabbath: “If we forget to rest, we will work too hard and forget our more
tender mercies, forget those we love, forget our children and our natural wonder. … So God gave us the
commandment to observe then Sabbath – ‘Remember to rest.’ This is not a lifestyle suggestion, but a
commandment, as important as not stealing, nor murdering, not lying.”
Overwork is not a virtue.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI
NOVEMBER MASS ENVELOPES
Please place your November Mass Envelopes into the silver plate on the Altar. Mass for the Holy Souls
will be said every day that there is no other Mass intention during November. Envelopes are available
from the foyers or from your set of Planned Giving Envelopes.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Tinned Fruit, Long Life Milk, Cereal, Spreads, Plastic Shopping Bags
People’s Choice Community Lottery
Please be aware that Early Bird Ticket sales close on 24/11/2022 and the prize (a Toyota Corolla Sport Hybrid RRP
$31,793) is drawn on 01/12/2022. All tickets then go back in for the main draw on 09/03/2023. Don’t miss out!,
Main Draw ticket sales close 2nd March 2023 and prizes are drawn 9th March 2023. All tickets go into the Main Draw. This
spread of ticket sales enables you to spread your purchases – you can buy a few tickets each week or fortnight or whatever
suits your budget.
To buy tickets on line:Columban Calendars
Go to “People’s Choice Community Lottery”
Calendars are now available - $10 each
Click on “Buy Tickets”
Please contact a Vinnies member, or the
Click on “Church”
Click on “St. Vincent De Paul – Tea Tree Gully Conference”
Parish Office to collect one.
Follow the prompts to buy your tickets.
Neil 0402 345 493/Wasim at OLOH

President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference
De Mazenod Family Shared Meals

An opportunity to meet on a regular basis as an Oblate Parish Family inspired by St Eugene De
Mazenod to ‘live in the Light of Christ’.
First Gathering: Monday 21st November at 6pm in the foyer of St David’s.
There will be a shared ‘Family Meal’ - please bring a small plate of food to share.
Following our meal, there will be an ‘Advent Reflection’, focusing on our Mother Mary’s journey
with her Son, Jesus. These De Mazenod Family Meals will continue weekly throughout Advent, and on a less
frequent basis in the New Year. Everyone is most welcome.
Website News www.stdavidsttg.org.au
We now have a ‘handle’ for our YouTube Channel. A handle is a short-cut to go to a website and can be used instead of typing
many characters that sometimes look like ‘hieroglyphics’. Our handle is @stdavidsttg and it is envisioned will be used for
other aspects of our ‘presence to the world’. While you can still go to our YouTube Channel through the link in our website,
you can now go directly to it by typing youtube.com/@stdavidsttg.

Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our OLOH and place
into a container in the foyer. If you need more information visit this website:
www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au

DIARY DATES
Olbate Youth—Gospel Sessions: First meeting will be held Thursday 9th November commencing at
6pm with dinner at St David’s. See notice below.
Liturgy Meeting: Thursday 10th November at 6pm—new members welcome
20th November, Christ the King: To help make this day special, all other weekend Masses will be
cancelled. You are asked to attend the 10.30am Mass.
If you are able to volunteer on this day, please place your name and contact details on the list on the
Notice Board back of church in foyer. There are various places available to volunteer your time.
De Mazenod Family Gathering Monday 21st November in foyer commencing at 6pm with a shared meal.
See opposite page for details.
VOLUNTEERS MASS & GATHERING
For all Parish volunteers. This gathering will be held on Friday 25th November at Our Lady of Hope Parish
Centre. Commencing with Mass at 6pm and followed by ‘thank you’ nibbles and drinks until 8pm.

MINISTERS ROSTERS

Rosters will commence 4th December and go until 26th February 2023
If you know that you will be unavailable during these times, please contact Denise via email or phone.
New Eucharistic Ministers are required for Saturday evening Mass. Please speak to one of the priests,
David Reynolds or phone the Parish office if you would like to commence with one of the ministries at
Mass at St David’s.
New Planned Giving Envelopes
New envelopes will be available to the coming weeks. Please note that your number will be changed.
All old envelopes need to be destroyed beginning December 2022 and you will need to only use your new
number commencing 4th December.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

STAFF
Priests:

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (james@oblates.com.au)
Fr Joshua Nash OMI—Assistant Priest (jnash@omi.com.au)
Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions and Feast Days
for week commencing 5 November
Saturday 5: 9.15am 5.30pm - Vi Berriman—RIP
Sunday 6: 7.00am 9.00am - Don McDeed –RIP
10.30am - Maire & John Mullarkey -RIP
Monday 7: 9.15am - Dorothy Williams—Special Intentions
Tuesday 8: 9.15am - Michael & family members –RIP
Wednesday 9: The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
9.15am - John Howie RIP
Thursday 10: St Leo the Great 9.15am - Gertrude Copperstone –RIP
Friday 11: St Martin of Tours 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin emailed to you,
please send your email id to the parish to have your name
added to the list.

Recycling Bin at side of church, Vizard
Rd side. Please do not use the normal
bins in the back porch area.

Please place your bottles, cans, fruit box,
and any tetra packs under one litre, into
this bin. Proceeds help the needy of the parish.
Your donations are put to good use for the needy.
Next weekend
Final details of the Family Funday on 20th November will be
available. There will be plenty of activity and stalls for you to
support on the day.
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation:

To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office
or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:
Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford,
Gloria Grew, Berty Silva

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Robert Cameron, Daniel McCausland, Peter Ryall, George Robson, Virginia
King, Mary Allan, Kathleen Malbon, Thomas Turner, Nick Cantatore,
Veronica Moore, Don McDeed, Matthew Hyland, Maureen Sapaliskas,
Lynette Willson, Alan Clarke, Barry Carter, Jim Shea, William Franklin,
Ernie Coyle,

Baptisms: 30th October
Amaya Lilani Antoinette Soza, daughter of Rohendra &
Janina
Cleaners Roster: 9-11 November - Group 4
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for November - G Pennifold
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –13/11 Group 4
Morning Tea Hosts: 13/11— Laskowski OLOH: Maynard

THE SICK AT HOME
When parishioners are sick at home, in hospital, in
respite care, Nursing Home or Home Care and can no
longer attend Mass, the parish is often not aware. If you
are in this situation or you know of someone who is,
please contact the Parish Office so that arrangements
can be made for Fr James to visit.
We do not want anyone to feel neglected, but let them
know they are still valued members of our community.

