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5th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings next weekend 6th SOT Yr C: Jer 17:5 -8, 1 Cor 15:12, Lk 6:17. 20-26

PORNOGRAPHY AND CHASTITY
Pornography is the biggest addiction in the world today, and by a wide margin. Mostly it afflicts men,
but is also a growing addiction among women. Much of this of course is driven by its easy and free
availability on the internet. Everyone now (not least our own young children) have immediate access
to it from the privacy of their phones or laptops, and in anonymity. No more having to sneak off to
some seedy section of the city to watch the forbidden. Today pornography is gaining more
mainstream acceptance. What’s the harm or shame in it?
Indeed, what’s the harm or shame in it? For a growing number of people today there is no harm or
shame in it. Their view is that, whatever its downside, pornography is a liberation from former
religious sexual repression. Indeed, many people see it as a healthy expression of sexuality
(surprisingly this includes even some feminist writers). Characters on mainstream television joke
about their pornography collection, as if it were as innocent as a collection of favorite old albums,
and I have colleagues who argue that our resistance to it simply betrays sexual repression. Sex is
beautiful, they argue, so why are we afraid to look at it?
What’s wrong with pornography? Most everything, and not just from a moral perspective.
Let’s begin with the argument: sex is beautiful, so why are we afraid to look at it? That logic is right
about one thing, sex is beautiful, so beautiful in fact that it needs to be protected from its own
power. To say that it can be looked at as one might gaze at a beautiful sunset is naïve, religiously and
psychologically. Religiously, we are told no one can look at God and live. That’s also true for sex. Its
very luminosity needs shrouding. Moreover, it’s psychologically naïve to argue that this kind of deep
intimacy can be put on public display. It can’t and it shouldn’t. Public display of that kind of intimacy
violates all laws of propriety and respect for those engaged in this intimacy and those looking on.
Like all things deeply intimate, it needs proper shrouding.
Next, when talking about the beauty of sex and the human body, we need to make a distinction
between nudity and nakedness. When a good artist paints a nude body, the nudity serves to
highlight the beauty of the whole person, body and soul, including his or her sexuality. In a nude
painting, sexuality is connected to wholeness, to soul; how much to the contrary with nakedness. It
exposes the human body in a way that obliterates its integrity, detaches its soul, and splits off sex
from one’s whole person. When this happens, and that is precisely what happens in pornography,
sex becomes something soulless, split off, mechanical, devoid of deep meaning, bipolar, something
from which you need to return to your real self. And, when that happens, all profundity disappears
and then, as W.H. Auden writes, we all know the few things that we, as mammals, can do.
Sadly, today for many of our young people, especially for boys, pornography is their initial sex
education, and it is one that can leave a permanent imprint in them. That imprint can have long-term
effects in the way they understand the meaning of sex, how they respect or disrespect women, and
how they grasp or don’t grasp the vital soulful link between sex and love. Pornography, and not just
in the young, can leave scars that are hard to overcome. The argument against this is that
pornography might well initially deform the vision of an adolescent but that this will be cured once
he matures and truly falls in love. My hope is that this is true, but my worry is that the initial imprint
can, long term, taint the way a person falls in love and especially how he understands the radical
mutuality asked for of sex within love. Such is the potential power of pornography.
Beyond all this, a strong argument might be made that pornography (in its production and its
viewing) is violence against women and that pornography subtly and not-so-subtly promotes
violence against women.
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Finally, in a culture that prides itself above all else on its sophistication and liberation, not least on its
liberation from many of our former religious taboos, one hesitates to even mention the word
“chastity” in this context. Dare one even say that pornography is bad because it is the very antithesis
of chastity? Dare one use chastity as an argument when for the most part our culture disdains
chastity, pities it, and reserves a particular cynicism for religious groups who still advocate the old
adage, “save it for your partner in marriage”? Worse still, is today’s cynicism vis-a-vis the idea of
remaining chaste for Jesus. But, the ideal of chastity embeds sex within romance, sacredness,
commitment, community, and soul, whereas pornography portrays it as soulless and embeds it in a
sick privacy. So I leave you with the question: which one makes sex something dirty?
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God on the first Sunday in February. Pope Francis
established the day, which is devoted to the ‘celebration, study and dissemination’ of the Word of God.
Visit www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to access resources to help commemorate the day and for
suggestions on how to better engage with Sacred Scripture in various ways and settings.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
People’s Choice Community Lottery as a fund raiser. Main Draw ticket sales close 24th February,
2022 and prizes drawn 3rd March 2022. All tickets go into the main draw. With the spread of
ticket sales this means that you can buy a few tickets each week or fortnight or whatever suits your budget.
To purchase tickets online:
Go to
‘People’s Choice Community Lottery’
Click ‘Prizes’ to view the complete prize lists—click on ‘Buy Tickets’ Scroll down and click on ‘Church’
Click on ‘St Vincent de Paul—Tea Tree Gully Conference’
Purchase your tickets.

The St Vincent de Paul Society was founded by a 20 year old student named
Frederic Ozanam in 1833. It was established by like minded individuals who
wished to put their faith into action. This compassionate outlook, enthusiasm and
vision continues today in Australia, the first Australian conference being founded in
Victoria by Fr Gerald Ward at St Francis’ Church, Melbourne on 5 March 1854. This
occurred just 21 years after the founding of the first conference in Paris. There are
thousands of people who every day share their time, care for humanity and energy
to make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged people all around Australia.
Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office
Recycling Bin at side of church, Vizard
Rd side. Please do not use the normal
bins in the back porch area.

Car Parking on Slip road in front
of St David’s Church
– at weekday and weekend
Masses.

Please place your bottles, cans, fruit box,
Both sides of this road are for
and any tetra packs under one litre, into this bin.
Disabled Parking Only at all Masses.
Proceeds help the needy of the parish.
Your donations are put to good use for the needy.

DIARY DATES - note: all meetings are held in St David’s Church Foyer
Gospel Discussion: Resumed Tuesday 1st February in the Gerard Room at 10am. All are welcome to join
this group.
Walk for Life: Saturday 12 Feb Pennington Gardens—loveadelaide.org.au for information or see notice
board
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 17th February at 11am
R.E. Classes for State School Children: Change of Date: Commence Thursday 24th Feb in Gerard Room
at 3.45pm
ASH WEDNESDAY: Wednesday 2nd March. Mass at 9.15am and 7pm at St David’s Church.
LENTEN PROGRAM 2022—Faith Formation - ‘Remember’ Wollongong Diocese
Time to think about Lent and if you would like to either order a book for your personal use or if you
would like to have a ‘group’ either at the church or in your home. Books and CD’s are self explanatory.
Books will be $7 and triple CD’s or Digital Download available for additional $8. Please contact Denise at
the Parish Office on 8264 4694 or email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au. Denise is not available Tuesdays.
If you wish to join with a group, please contact Denise for group information and availability.

Re: COVID Directions Grace and peace,
I hope this note finds you well. A number of queries are being received by Archbishop’s office so I am writing to
re-iterate some guidelines. It is my expectation that by now every priest is vaccinated. It is important to limit
movement in the Church and maintain good hygiene practices.
This must be achieved by:
1. Wearing a mask at all times, especially by those distributing Communion, including the Priest
2. Regular sanitization of hands
3. Continued omission of the Offertory Procession and Collections
4. Strictly NO Communion on the tongue
5. Maintaining recommended social distancing e.g. within the Church and whilst going to Communion
6. No communal gathering after Mass
7. Maintaining QR Code compliance or collection of names and phone numbers of those attending
Other Gatherings I would continue to encourage smaller gatherings in Parishes and Communities such as
Children’s Liturgy of the Word, Parish Pastoral Council and Sacramental Programs that do not exceed 4 hours in
length.
It is important in these circumstances to maintain good hygiene practices.
Visiting the Sick/Homebound and Hospitalised COVID parishioners
1. It is also important to consider whether you continue to visit sick or homebound people in their homes. I would
recommend this be limited to only urgent situations.
2. If you have a parishioner who is in hospital and they need support including Sacramental care please contact our
Catholic Chaplains at the relevant hospital.

+Patrick O’Regan Archbishop of Adelaide
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STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary & COVID Marshal - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan & COVID Marshal - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks & COVID Marshal- contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Our Lady of Hope Chapel:

Monday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 9.00am

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 5 February
Saturday 5: 9.15 am - -RIP
5.30pm - John Williams—Birthday
Sunday 6: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am Monday 7: 9.15am - Pat Kosters - Special Intentions
Tuesday 8: 9.15am Wednesday 9: 9.15am Thursday 10: 9.15am - Anne Lochner - RIP
Friday 11: 9.15am - Bridie McWilliams—Special Intentions

Website News www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:
Malcolm & Trish Read, John King, Ros Rimmer, Brian Taylor,
Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams,
Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie, Ron Foenander,
Tony Callus, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Pauline DiBrenni

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
William Ayres Louisa Thomas, Edward Kessner, Brenda Atkins,
Ronald Parker, Joan Saxon, Michael O’Brien, Patricia & James
Curley, Denis Walker, Janet Sloman, Frank Reno, Gwen Just,
Doreen Byrne, Merta Hunt, James McAlister, Trevor Crilly, Miriam
McCluskey, Albert Huppatz, Anne Lochner, Catherine Davies,
Ernest Grohs

Mass now live-streamed
The Sunday 10:30am Mass at St. David's
is now live-streamed on our own YouTube
Channel.
If you are unable to attend Mass you can
participate from home (or wherever you may be).
All Masses are kept on our channel, so you can
watch previous weeks too if you wish.

Cleaners Roster: 8-10 February - Group 3
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for February - Vonnie Moffat
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –13/2 - Group 5
R.I.P.
Sister Janet Mead RSM aged 84 years of age died
peacefully on the morning of Wednesday,

To access the stream, go to our website and
then click on the YouTube menu option.
NOTE : The area covered by the stream is the
whole Sanctuary and the first 5 rows centre of
church.
Send suggestions for improvement to web page
timknight1952@bigpond.com

26th January 2022.

COPYRIGHT
At the 10.30am Livestream Mass there will be NO hymns on
the Power Point display. This is due to the copyright
coverage through the Archdiocese.
Hopefully this problem will be sorted very soon.

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe

policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan
Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

