Tea Tree Gully Parish - St David’s Catholic Church
8264 4694

Incorporating - Our Lady of Hope Chapel - Greenwith

Under the care of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

3rd July 2022

14th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings next weekend 15th Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C: Dt 30:10 -14, Col 1:15-20, Lk 10:25-37

CHEAP GRACE
There’s a tension among Christians today between those who would extend God’s mercy
everywhere, seemingly without any conditions, and those who are more reticent and discriminating
in dispensing it. The tension comes out most clearly in our debates concerning who may receive the
sacraments: Who should be allowed to receive the Eucharist? Who should be allowed to marry
inside a church? Who should be allowed a Christian burial? When should a priest withhold
absolution in confession?
However, this tension is about a lot more than who should be allowed to receive certain
sacraments. Ultimately, it’s about how we understand God’s grace and mercy. A clear example of
this today is the growing opposition we see in some sectors to the person and approach of Pope
Francis. To his critics, Francis is soft and compromising. To them, he is dispensing cheap
grace, making God and His mercy as accessible as the nearest water tap. God’s embrace to all. No
conditions asked. No prior repentance called for. No demand that there first be a change in the
person’s life. Grace for all. No cost.
What’s to be said about this? If we dispense God grace and mercy so indiscriminately doesn’t this
strip Christianity of much of its salt and leaven? May we simply embrace and bless everyone without
any moral conditions? Isn’t the Gospel meant to confront?
Well, the very phrase cheap grace is an oxymoron. There’s no such a thing as cheap grace. All grace,
by definition, is unmerited just as all grace, by definition, doesn’t ask for certain preconditions to be
met in order for it to be offered and received. The very essence of grace is that it is a gift, free,
undeserved. And, though by its very nature grace often does evoke a response of love and a change
of heart, it does not of itself demand them.
There’s no more powerful example of this than Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son and how it
illustrates how grace meets waywardness. We know the story. The prodigal son abandons and
rejects his father, takes his unearned inheritance, goes off to a foreign land (a place away from his
father) and squanders the money in the pursuit of pleasure. When he has wasted everything, he
decides to return to his father, not because he suddenly has a renewed love for him, but, selfish still,
because he is hungry. And, we know what happens. When he is still a long way from his father’s
house, his father (no doubt longing for his return) runs out to meet him and, before his son even
has an opportunity to apologize, embraces him unconditionally, takes him back into his house and
prepares a special celebration for him. Talk about cheap grace!
Notice to whom this parable was spoken. It was addressed to a group of sincere religious persons
who were upset precisely because they felt that by embracing and eating with sinners (without first
demanding some moral preconditions) Jesus was cheapening grace, making God’s love and mercy
too accessible, hence less precious. Notice as well the reaction of many of Jesus’ contemporaries
when they saw him dining with sinners. For example, when he dined with Zacchaeus, the tax
collector, the Gospels tell us, “All who saw it began to grumble.” Interesting how that discontent
persists.
Why? Why this anxiety? What undergirds our “grumbling”? Concern for true religion? Not really. The
deeper root of this anxiety is not religious but grounded rather in our nature and in our wounds.
Our resistance to naked gift, to raw gratuity, to unconditional love, undeserved grace, stems rather
from something inside our instinctual DNA that is hardened by our wounds. A combination of
nature and wound imprints in us the belief that any gift, not least love and forgiveness, needs to be
merited. In this life, no free meal! In religion, no free grace! A conspiracy between our nature and
our wounds keeps forever reminding us that we are unlovable, and that love must be merited; it
cannot be free because we are unworthy.
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Overcoming that inner voice that is perpetually reminding us that we are unlovable is, I believe, the
ultimate struggle (psychological and spiritual) in our lives. Moreover, don’t be fooled by protests to
the contrary. People who glibly radiate how lovable they are and make protests to that effect are
mostly trying to keep that fear at bay.
Saint Paul wrote his Epistle to the Romans as his dying message. He devotes its first seven chapters
to simply affirming over and over again that we cannot get our lives right. We are morally
incapable. However, his repeated emphasis that we cannot get our lives right is really a set-up for
what he really wants to leave with us, namely, we don’t have to get our lives right. We are loved in spite
of our sin, and we are given everything freely, gratuitously, irrespective of any merit on our part.
Our uneasiness with unmerited grace is rooted more in a human insecurity than in any genuine
religious concern.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

Special Collection
Next weekend 9th & 10th July at all Masses, we will have a ‘special collection’ for the Ordination of
Joshua Nash.
Joshua Nash, was baptized in this parish and also is the first person to be Ordained from the parish.
It would be lovely for the parish to give Joshua a monitory gift from us, to welcome him into the Oblate
Order and for him to know that as his parish, we welcome his decision.
This gift will be given to Joshua after his Ordination on Friday 22nd July

POLICE CHECKS/WORKING WITH CHILDREN
As we are coming out of COVID rules, and ministries are once again beginning to commence in the
Church Community, many of our volunteers have expired Police Checks/Working with Children
clearances. Could you please check your renewal dates and if you are not sure if you have a current
clearance, please contact Denise at the Parish Office to check your status and then I can arrange have a
new form submitted to SAVA.
Thank you

DIARY DATES
Monday mornings: No Mass: Liturgy with Communion with Bro Luan Ha
Special Collection for Joshua Nash Ordination: at all Masses next weekend 9th & 10th July
St Vincent de Paul: Meeting on Wednesday 6th July at 7pm in Foyer
St Vincent de Paul Regional Meeting: Tuesday 19th July at 7pm in Foyer
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 21st July at 11am
Ordination of Joshua Nash: Friday 22nd July at 7pm

YO U R C H U R C H N E E D S Y O U R H E L P
Church Cleaners
If you wish to help with the cleaning of the church, please contact
Denise and you will be placed onto the roster every 6th week.
New rosters will commence in August. More volunteers are
needed.
Counters needed for Sunday counting
If you can help with this ministry once every 5th week before
10.30am Mass, please contact Denise or Regina Cunningham.
Morning Tea Host for St David’s and OLOH
After almost 2 years, morning tea will recommence after the
9.00am and 10.30am Masses. Volunteers are needed at both
Mass centres. So if you can help please contact Alanna Hanger at
OLOH or Denise at the Parish Office if you wish to be on the
rosters commencing late July. Once again you will need a Police
Check for this ministry. If yours has expired, please contact
Denise at the Office 8264 4694 not on Tuesdays.
Children’s Liturgy 2022
Our Lady of Hope – 9:00 am Sunday
St David’s Church – 10:30 am Sunday
Anyone interested in joining the Children’s Liturgy team as a
Sunday leader, please contact Amanda Bartels on 0414 255 458
or email gfdb@bigpond.net.au. Leaders will be offered training
and support and will require a ‘Working with children check’. (the
parish office can help you to do this).

Dear Parish Families,
Saint David’s Parish School is a Catholic School
in the Josephite Tradition catering for students
from Reception to Year 6 in a co-educational
setting.
We are currently finalising Reception
enrolments for 2023 and accepting enrolments
for 2024. We also offer a mid-year intake for
those children who turn five between 1 May
and 31 October. We welcome all applications
for enrolment from families and friends within
the Tea Tree Gully Parish.
Please contact the school office on 8360 6300
or visit www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/
enrolments to download an Application for
Enrolment, book a School Tour or find out
about our popular Playgroup sessions
(9.00am-10.30am every Tuesday).

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Rice, Tinned Meat & Veg, Tinned Fruit, T Bags, Tuna,

Throughout the year, we steadily collect generous donations left in the foyers at Our Lady of
Hope and St. David’s church. However, as winter approached, our
stored supplies of canned and packet food items become very low.
On Friday 24th June, we were very fortunate to receive a considerable
amount of food items from Gleeson College as part of our Winter
appeal. We would like to sincerely thank the parents, students and
staff from Gleeson for their generosity and ongoing support. It will go
a long way in enabling us to support the needy during these cold and
difficult times

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 2 July

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 2: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
5.30pm - Arthur Wojcik -RIP
Sunday 3: 7.00am - Rofus -RIP
9.00am - Alister Croning -RIP
10.30am - Sandor Kocsis -RIP
Monday 4: 9.15am - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 5: 9.15am Wednesday 6: 9.15am Thursday 7: 9.15am Friday 8: 9.15am - Book of Prayer Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan,
Ron & Clare Cashin

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Sandor Kocsis, Charles Hutton, Paul Thompson, Wally Milanowski, Fredrick
Richards, Elizabeth Smith, Patrick Vallely, Jusinas Lenktis, Lorna Purdie,
Frank Hayden, Fr F Gavin OMI

Cleaners Roster: 6-8 July - Group 4
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for July - J Valente
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –10/7- Group 1

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to attend
Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 2022,
Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page.
Classes are held Thursdays 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the Gerard Room with a qualified
teacher and
Fr James.
Commencement date to be advised. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year.
Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office.

