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22nd Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings next weekend 23rd Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C: Wis 9:13 -18, Phlm 9-10, 12-17, Lk 14:25-33

TODAY WE CELEBRATE ‘SOCIAL JUSTICE’ SUNDAY

Seeing What Lies Near Our Doorsteps
Henri Nouwen once suggested that if you want to understand the tragedy of the Second World War, you
can read a hundred history books about it and watch a thousand hours of video documentaries on it, or you
can read the Diary of Anne Frank. In that single memoir of young girl imprisoned and later executed by
the Nazis you will see, first-hand, the tragedy of war and what war does to the human soul.
The same might be said about the refugee crisis now taking place everywhere on borders around the
world. According to statistics from the United Nations, there are now over eighty million refugees,
displaced, homeless, nationless, frightened, and often hungry people on our borders around the world.
Two-thirds of these are women and children, and the vast majority are not there by choice, seeking a better
economic opportunity in another country. The vast majority of them have been driven from their homes
and their countries by war, violence, famine, hunger, ethnic and religious cleansing, and by fear for their
lives.
For many of us, this is a faceless, abstract problem. We have a generic sympathy for their plight but not
one deep enough to keep us awake at night, unsettle our conscience, or make us willing to sacrifice some
of our own comfort and security to do something for them or to pressure our governments into action.
Indeed, too often we are over-protective of our borders and the settled, comfortable lives we live inside
our nations. This is our country! Our home! We worked hard for the things we have. It is unfair to us to
have to deal with these people! They should go back to their countries and leave us alone!
We need a wake-up call. A recent book, a novel, by Jeanine Cummins, American Dirt, gives us a
fictionalized account of a young Mexican woman who because of violence and fear of death had to leave
her life behind and flee with her young son in an attempt to reach the borders of the United States as an
undocumented immigrant. Full disclosure, the book has been heavily criticized by many because it doesn’t
always measure up to the exact facts. Conversely, it has also been highly praised by many others. Be that
as it may, the bottom-line is that this is a powerful story and a wake-up call, one meant to wake us up to
the real tragedy of those who for reasons of poverty, violence, famine, fear, and hopelessness are forced to
flee their countries in search of a better life (or any life at all!) elsewhere. Whatever the book’s
imperfections, it helps shatter the abstractness we can lean on to protect ourselves against having to look at
the issue of refugees today.
Admittedly, the issue isn’t simple. There are extremely complex issues involved in protecting our borders
and in having millions of people freely enter our countries. However, as men and women who share a
common humanity and a common planet with these refugees, can we remain callous to their plight?
Moreover, as Christians, do we accept the fundamental, non-negotiable principle within Christian social
doctrine that tells us that the world belongs to everyone equally and we may not adhere to any nationalistic
belief that says, explicitly or implicitly, that our country is ours and we have no obligation to share it with
others. To espouse this is unchristian and goes against the clear teaching of Jesus.
We might all, I submit, contemplate a certain parable of Jesus (Luke 16, 19-31) where he tells the story of
a rich man who ignored a poor man sitting at his doorstep and refused to share his food with him. The
poor man dies and finds himself in the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also dies and finds himself
tormented by thirst in Hades. He begs Abraham to send the poor man, whom he had ignored during this
lifetime, to bring him some water to quench his thirst, but it turns out this is not possible.
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Jesus tells us that there is an “unbridgeable gap” between the two of them. We have always simplistically
assumed that this unbridgeable gap is the gap between heaven and hell, but that is not exactly the point the
parable is making. The unbridgeable gap is the gap that already exists now between the rich and poor, and
the lesson is that we had best try to bridge that gap now, in this life.
Notice that Jesus does not say that the rich man is a bad man, or that he didn’t earn his riches honestly, or
that he wasn’t an upright citizen, or that he wasn’t going to church, or that he was unfaithful to his wife, or
that he was a bad father to his children. It only says that he had one fault, a mortal one – inside his richness
he did not respond to a hungry man sitting on the borders of house.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

ROSTERS
Ministers Rosters for St David’s have been emailed. If you didn’t receive an email, please take a copy
from the foyer table. New rosters commence next Sunday.
PARSH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Pastoral Council's August meeting . Discussion covered updates to the many maintenance
projects to be completed around St David's Church, as well as initial discussion on upgrading the
kitchen and foyer area.
The PPC continues to be positive about engaging with the schools within the Parish and hopes to grow
the existing connection between the Parish and the schools.
The Feast of Christ the King on 20 November will be a celebration for the whole Parish and planning is
under way for the day! More details to come.

SEPTEMBER IS CATHOLIC CHARITIES MONTH
Envelopes will be available from the foyers during September. Please give what you can during the
month. You need to use the envelopes to receive receipts. There will be a ‘special collection’ Sunday
25th September, Migrant and Refugee Sunday.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Tea Bags, Tinned Garden Peas
Providing Practical Care
Individually and together we offer and use our gifts and skills to:

•

Support, walk alongside, and empower those who experience disadvantage and injustice, so that they may fulfil their
human potential, be witness to the restoration of their human dignity, and help in the alleviation of pain and suffering;
• Provide practical assistance to address the immediate needs of those we serve;
• Bring them unconditional love, serving without discrimination;
• Respect other faith beliefs at all times; and
Work with other organisations to help continue the Society’s Mission.

President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

DIARY DATES
Welcome back to our Oblate Fathers after their retreat in Melbourne. We especially welcome to our
community Fr Joshua Nash OMI. Fr Joshua will be with Tea Tree Gully Parish for the next 12 months.
During this time, we hope he will learn about Parish Life and how important he is to our community as
well as the Oblate family.
Vinnies Meeting: Wednesday 7th September at 7pm in the foyer.
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 15th September at 11am
20th November, Christ the King: Keep this date free for an event after the 10.30am Mass. More
information to follow from PPC
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction – this coming
Saturday, the 3rd September, after morning Mass until the end of
Reconciliation.
Come & spend some time with Jesus…..who gave us ALL of His time.
Pray for peace…His peace.

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to
attend Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
2022, Confirmation and First Communion 2023.

Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page and return to the office before the commencement date.
Commencement date: Thursday 15th September from 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the
Gerard Room with a qualified teacher. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year. Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. 8264 4694
SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
This year’s Social Justice Statement, Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse, invites us to engage with
a complex and confronting social reality. It explores the roots of violence and abuse, honours the voices
of victims, offers a social and theological exploration of the reality of violence, especially against women
and children, and invites us to develop relationships in all parts of our lives ‘marked by equality and
reciprocity rather than domination and violence, respect and freedom rather than coercion and control.’
We welcome this urgent call from our Church to deepen our faith through full and frank discussion and
dialogue, advocacy and action.
If the content of the Statement raises issues or concerns for you, please refer to the Getting Help page in
the Statement for a list of support channels, or speak to a trusted friend, your GP, your parish priest or
parish pastoral worker.
Access the Statement https://bit.ly/SJS22-23. More information: ACBC Office for Justice, Ecology and
Peace, www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au or Tel (02) 62019845.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 27 August

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 27: 9.15am - Liturgy with Communion
5.30pm Sunday 28: 7.00am - Karol & Maria Pawliszewski -RIP
9.00am 10.30am Monday 29: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
Tuesday 30: 9.15am Wednesday 31: 9.15am Thursday 18: 9.15am Friday 2: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Lois Hughes, Manuel Cervera, Robert Gray, Kathleen & Barry Sullivan,
Laura Caesarowicz, Marius Farrugia, Auddrey Rimmer, Thomas Cumming,
Margery Holohan, Johanna Rolevink, Edmund Boylan, Claudette Percy,
Thomas Rimmer, Sandy Sanders, Jack Lagergren Frank Dinan

Cleaners Roster: 30 Aug– 2 Sep - Group 1
If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin
emailed to you, please send your email id to the
parish to have your name added to the list.

please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for September - M Zotti
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –4/9- Group 4
Morning Tea Hosts: 4/9 Widow/er OLOH: Subotkiewicz

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY—last week to send through details
If you or someone you know is celebrating a significant anniversary this year, we invite you to let the
Parish Office know of their details so they can be acknowledged at the Anniversaries Mass on Sunday 18
September 2022 to be held in our Parish at the 10.30am Mass.
Names and details need to be given to the parish by the end of August, to allow time for the Archdiocese
to acknowledge with a certificate.
Diocese of Broome - Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service
The Diocese of Broome, WA, urgently requires volunteers to assist in working with the local Church in various Aboriginal
communities. There is a variety of important voluntary tasks in administration, building and vehicle maintenance, gardening,
hospitality, general cleaning etc. Placements are preferred for a period of six months plus. In return for being part of the team, we
offer accommodation, living expenses and a small weekly allowance. For further details, and an application form, please contact:
Volunteer Coordinator, Janet Ryan: P: 08 9192 1060 or E: volunteers@broomediocese.org, Web: www.broomediocese.org, Mail:
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725.

