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4th Sunday of Lent - Year C
Readings next weekend 4th SUNDAY OF LENT Yr C:Is 43:16 -21, Phil 3:8-14, Jn 8:1-11

WHEN DID WE LOSE BASIC RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER?
When did we lose it? When did we lose that deeply-engrained, forever-sanctioned sense that
however much we might disagree with each other or even dislike each other, we still need to accord
each other basic courtesy, respect, and politeness?
We’ve lost that, at least for the most part. From the highest levels of government to the crassest
platforms on social media, we are witnessing the death of respect, courtesy, and basic
honesty. Nobody, it seems, is accountable any more for even the most basic manners or for
honesty. Things we used to punish our kids for doing (name-calling, ethnic slurs, taunting, lying, and
blatant disrespect of another) are now becoming acceptable in the mainstream. Even more
worrisome is the fact that we feel justified morally in doing it. To be seen as courteous, respectful,
and polite is no longer judged as a virtue but as a weakness. Civility has died.
What’s behind this? How did we move from Emily Post to what happens today on social media? Who
gave us permission, societal and sacred, to do this?
Blaise Pascal once famously wrote that “men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they
do it from a religious conviction.” Many people quoted that after the September terrorist attacks of
9/11, as they recognized this in radical Islamism where mass murder was justified and deemed as
necessary in God’s name.
No doubt, it’s easier to see this in someone else because, as Jesus says, it’s easier to see the speck in
your brother’s eye than the beam in your own. That same false belief that gave Islamic terrorists
moral permission to bracket all the rules of decency is taking root everywhere today. Why? Religious
passion for what one believes is right and the belief that one may get ugly in the cause of truth is
prevalent everywhere today and is giving us moral permission to become disrespectful, dishonest,
and discourteous in the name of truth, goodness, and God. This justifies itself as being prophetic, as
armoring us as warriors for truth.
Nothing could be further from the truth. Hatred and disrespect are always the antithesis of
prophecy. A prophet, says Daniel Berrigan, makes a vow of love, not of hatred. Like Jesus, a prophet
weeps in love over any “Jerusalem” which meets his or her prophecy with hatred. A prophet never
brackets the non-negotiable mandate always to be respectful and honest, no matter the cause. No
cause, societal or sacred, grants one an exemption from the rules of elementary human courtesy.
Many people argue against this, pointing out that Jesus himself could be very harsh with those who
opposed him. Harsh he was. Disrespectful and discourteous he was not. Moreover, underneath his
challenge to those who opposed him, there was always the empathic yearning love of a parent for an
alienated child, not the ugliness you see today in our government circles, in social media, and in
the stare-you-down hatred we often see between various ideological factions today.
The truth can be harsh and confront us with a very strong challenge, but it can never be
disrespectful. Disrespect is an infallible sign that one is not right, that one does not have the moral
high ground, and that in this instance one is not speaking for God, truth, and goodness. To bracket
the most elementary rules of love is to be a false prophet, caught up in self-interest and self-serving
truth.
It is not easy to keep one’s balance in a bitter time. The temptation to slide down the ideological roof
on one side or the other and please “one’s base” seems humanly irresistible. However, irrespective
of which side we slide down, right or left, there always comes with this a prescribed rhetoric, a
prescribed discourtesy, a prescribed disrespect, and not infrequently a prescribed dishonesty. Along
with that slide also comes the self-same righteousness of those who opposed Jesus and believed that
they were justified in being disrespectful and doing violence in God’s name.
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Bitter times, a milieu of hatred and lies, and finding ourselves on opposing sides from each other,
tempts us towards what comes naturally: name-calling, disrespect, lack of graciousness, and
dishonesty whenever a truth or a lie serves us. Paradoxically, the challenge is in the opposite
direction. Given the breakdown in civility today, the call from truth and from God is to be more
careful, more scrupulous, and more uncompromising than ever in the respect, courtesy, and
graciousness we accord to others.
We hope to be spending eternity with each other, dining at a single table. We do not prepare
ourselves nor those we disagree with to take a place at that table by facing off with each other with
hatred, dishonesty, disrespect, and coercion, as if that table could be taken by power and violence.
In the end, not everyone at that table will have liked each other this side of eternity, but everyone will
be most gracious, respectful, and honest on the other side.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

New Planned Giving Envelopes - Envelopes are available from the foyer.
If you wish to join the Parish Planned Giving either by using weekly envelopes, Direct Giving or Credit
Card giving, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. Due to COVID and many parishioners no longer
coming to church, but the church still has running costs and maintenance to take care of, so please
consider Direct Giving or joining our Planned Giving Envelopes.
If your set of envelopes are not there please write your name on the sheet provided and Denise will
place them in the box the following week.

Re: Marian Procession Date Claimer: Sunday, 22 May 2022 at 2.00pm
Grace and peace, I hope this note finds you well.
Each year the Archdiocese hosts the annual Marian Procession in honour of Our Lady. This event has
been running for almost 75 years and is one of the longest standing consecutive events in the
Australian Catholic Church.
This year, in support of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters, the image that will lead our procession is
Vyshhorodska - Mother of God carried by the Ukrainian Community in Adelaide.
I ask that each parish be represented behind their banner and Parish Priests encourage as many parishioners to
attend as possible. Assembly of Parishes will begin at 1.30pm and the procession will follow at 2.00pm.
After a very successful change of location in 2021, the Procession will again be held at the Adelaide Showgrounds.
Those who wish to can book in online via this link www.trybooking.com/BPJAN. The Procession will take place in
the Main Arena however if the weather is inclement, the procession will be moved to the Wayville Pavilion.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Soup, Cereal, Tea Bags, Tinned Green Beans

Vinnies has been working to improve the ways that it advocates for its companions, namely through
• The development of the Vinnies state election position statement
• Bringing companion issues to the attention of government (such as 457 visa holder rights)
• The implementation of new programs (such as the education fund for our refugee and asylum seeker service)
• Advocacy for the upcoming federal election (details to be released soon by Vinnies National Council).
The four main political parties in SA all responded to the questions put forward by Vinnies in their state election
position statement. Brad was impressed by the effort made by them to address the concerns raised by Vinnies SA
in the document.

Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

DIARY DATES
Stations of the Cross: Each Friday evening during Lent at 7pm at St David’s Church.

Exposition; Saturday 2nd April after morning Mass.
2nd Rite of Reconciliation: Tuesday 5th April at 7pm at St David’s Church.
St Vincent de Paul: Meeting, Wednesday 6th April at 7pm in foyer.
Parish Pastoral Council: Meeting, Thursday 7th April at 7.30pm in foyer.
Dear Parishioners,
The De Mazenod Family Team would be very grateful if you could spend the 5 minutes required to fill in a survey
on the De Mazenod Charism. The De Mazenod Family Team is participating in the upcoming 2nd Oblate Lay
Associations Congress. The survey results will help us share with other international lay associations where our
province is at when we meet in late May - if you are interested you can find more details about the Congress
here https://omioikia.org/. This information will also be invaluable to the De Mazenod Family Team, as we continue to develop
programs and resources for our communities. We would appreciate surveys to be completed by Monday the 11 April.
To participate in this survey you can either complete the printouts provided after Mass, scan the attached QR
code, or visit the De Mazenod Family website. (www.demazenodfamily.com.au). For more information about
the
De Mazenod Family Team and the work we do, you can also head to the website, or subscribe to the
newsletter https://bit.ly/DFMchat. The survey link is as follows: https://forms.office.com/r/BcsMJDRUMc

Re: Emergency Flood Appeals
The Appeals available are:
1. The Diocese of Lismore have launched its 2022 Flood Appeal for people who would like to donate in support of Northern
NSW. Details can be found here:
Catholic Diocese of Lismore (lismorediocese.org)
2. The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched Emergency Flood Appeals for those affected so they can begin to assist with
immediate needs. Details of this Appeal can be found here:
Flood appeal - St Vincent de Paul Society - Good Works (vinnies.org.au)

Welcome Ministry Group
The group was recently established as a result of
discussions in the Parish Pastoral Council on ways of
improving communications with the Parish
community.
The role of the ministers is to welcome the Parishioners with a
smile, greet new parishioners/visitors, and provide them with
information about the Parish activities and schools before/
after weekend masses.
Our welcome ministers so far are Judy and Robert Crisanti and
Tim Knight at St David’s, Margaret Grohs, Pauline Maynard,
Leah Tunks and Angela Portakiewicz at Our Lady of Hope
Chapel.
If you are able to assist in this ministry on a regular/occasional
basis, please contact Margaret Atkinson (phone: 0425028203,
email: ceili1@iprimus.com.au) or Wasim Saman (phone:
0478402191, email: wasim.saman@unisa.edu.au).

PROJECT COMPASSION
Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
The war in Ukraine is an escalating
humanitarian crisis. In a matter of
days, over a million people have been
forced from their homes and at least
400 civilians have lost their lives.
Many are seeking refuge in Poland
and surrounding countries. Longstanding partner, Caritas Ukraine, is
on the ground, supporting people in need during this
humanitarian crisis. Your urgent support today will
help provide critical assistance including emergency
shelter, food, clean water, transportation services and
psychological support to people affected by this crisis.
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call
1800 024 413 toll free.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from the foyer, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.
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STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily

Weekday Mass times: Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions for week commencing 26 March

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 26: 9.15 am 5.30pm - John Erickson -RIP
Sunday 27: 7.00am 9.00am - Theo Smit -RIP
10.30am - Aileen O’Sullivan -RIP
Monday 28: 9.15am - NO MASS - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 29: 9.15am Wednesday 30: 9.15am Thursday 31: 9.15am Friday 1: 9.15am -

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover

THANK YOU
Catherine, Jane, David, Anne Banning, and
families wish to thank all the parishioners
for your prayers and wonderful support on the
recent death of husband & father, John. Your
concern & love is much appreciated also during
the long journey of his illness. Thank you

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Daisy McErlean, George Flannigan, Jan Butler, Francis Coppinger,
Aileen O;Sullivan, Ralph Ward, Catherine Clarke, Michael Graham,
Christine Westlake, Joseph Falzon, Robert Parker, Eva Jardina,
Brett Smith, Patricia Sheedy, Aaron Reardon, Brian Leksas,
Bertha Matthews, Ronald Crossley, Laura Branigan, Anna Ayre,
Peter Roberts

Baptisms:
Eve Shanelle Godrik, daughter of Jamey & Maria

Cleaners Roster: 29-31 March - Group 5
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Thank you
Gloria & Jim Grew, wish to thank
everyone who helped at Mass last
weekend when Gloria had a fainting spell. She is
fine now and back at home. Thank you for the
attention and concern for Gloria’s health.

Linen for April— M Perry
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –3/4- Group 2

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction – this
coming Saturday, Saturday, the 2nd of April, after morning Mass
until the end of Reconciliation.
Come & spend some time with Jesus…..who gave us ALL of His time.
Pray for peace…His peace

