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Readings next weekend 18th Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C:Eccl 1:2; 2:21 -2, Col 3:1-5, 9-11, Lk 12:13-21

ORDINATION OF PRIESTHOOD FOR OUR BROTHER
JOSHUA MICHAEL NASH OMI - 22.7.2022
My story started some 30 years ago, when, as a baby,
my parents brought me to be Baptised at St David’s
Church, Tea Tree Gully.

My parents, my extended family, and my parish
community instilled in me the values of our Catholic
faith. I am particularly indebted to the Antioch youth
group at Tea Tree Gully and Oblate Youth Australia for
providing me the space I needed as a teenager and
young adult, to understand more about my faith, to
claim my faith as my own, and to journey deeper into
that faith.
To be honest, up until 2013, I had never even thought
about becoming a priest.
My dream after school was to become a human rights
lawyer, to work for the rights of refugees and migrants,
and to travel the world helping the less fortunate. I tried
this. I graduated from university with a law degree, I
worked for the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), I travelled to every continent of the
world (except Antarctica).
But there was always something missing…
It wasn’t until I travelled to Brazil for the 2013 World Youth Day that I had a profound
experience of Christ calling me to help him rebuild his Church; a Church which I knew and
loved, but a Church that was wounded and divided. I was inspired by the Oblate priests I
had known growing up at St David’s and who I worked closely with in Oblate Youth
Australia.
The charism of St Eugene de Mazenod spoke to me and after a year’s discernment,
I knew deep in my heart that I was destined to be an Oblate priest.
I have since completed my novitiate in the United States, undergone several years of
seminary formation, and had the great opportunity to work in the Oblate missions in
Lourdes and London.
Now, as I prepare for my priestly ordination, I feel that I am standing at the precipice. I
stand with the story of my family, my community, my formation behind me. Not forgotten,
their presence is strong and supports me. What is in front of me I don’t exactly know? But it
will be a lifetime of bringing to fulfillment the vocation to which Christ has called me; that is
to bring the Good News to the poor and the most abandoned.
That is what an Oblate does, with the grace of God and the support of his brothers. This is
what I have dedicated my life to and I wouldn’t have it any other way!
The Parish Community rejoice with Joshua’s family for his gift to our congregation and the Church
and will continue to keep Fr Joshua in our prayers and wish him God’s blessings.

The Temptations of the Good Person

Many of us are familiar with an often-quoted line from T.S. Eliot; The last temptation is the greatest
treason; to do the right deed for the wrong reason. This, he suggests, is the temptation of the good person.
What’s the temptation?
In John’s Gospel, Jesus asks his listeners this question, “How can you believe who receive glory from one
another and do not seek the glory that comes from God?” What’s Jesus’ challenge here? This: We can do
all the right things, be doggedly faithful, resist every kind of compromise, and even accept martyrdom –
but why? To be respected? To be admired? To win approval? To win a permanent good name for ourselves?
Aren’t these good, noble enough reasons?
They are. However, as T.S. Eliot suggests in Murder in the Cathedral, a temptation can present itself as a
grace, and that can be the case in terms of being virtuous. He illustrates this through the struggles of his
main character, Thomas a Beckett. Beckett was the Archbishop of Canterbury from 1162 until he was
murdered in his own Cathedral in 1170. As Eliot presents him, Beckett does all the right things. He is
altruistic, radically faithful, resists all compromise, and is ready to accept martyrdom. However, as Eliot
highlights, these can be “the temptations of the good person”, and it can take some time (and a deeper
maturity) to distinguish certain temptations from grace. Hence, Eliot coined these now-famous lines:
Now is my way clear; now is the meaning plain:
Temptation shall not come in this kind again.
The last temptation is the greatest treason:
To do the right deed for the wrong reason. …
For those who serve the greater cause
Make the cause serve them.
Those who serve the greater cause can easily make the cause serve them, blind to their own motivation.
Don’t we all know it! Those of us who work in ministry, in teaching, in administration, in the media, in the
arts, and those of us who are habitual good Samaritans helping out everywhere, what ultimately drives our
energy as we do all this good?
Well, motivation is rarely simply straightforward. We are a complex, often tortured creatures of
motivation. Here’s a little parable vis-à-vis motivation from the Sufi tradition that suggests that we don’t
have a single motivation but have multiple motivations. The parable runs this way.
There was a holy man, a guru, renowned for his wisdom who lived near the top of a mountain. One day
three men showed up at his door, seeking counsel. He questioned the first one: “Did you climb up this
mountain to see me because I’m famous or because you truly are interested in gaining some wisdom?”
The man answered, “To be truthful, I came to see you because of your fame, though, of course, I’m also
interested in receiving some counsel.” The guru dismissed him, “You aren’t yet ready to learn.” He turned
to the second man and asked him the same question, “What’s the real reason you climbed up this mountain
to see me?” This man’s answer was different. “It’s not your fame that drew me here,” he said, “I’m not
interested in that. I want to learn from you.” Surprisingly, the Guru also dismissed him, telling him that he
was not yet ready to learn.
He turned to the third man, “Did you climb this mountain to see me because I’m famous or because you
truly seek some counsel?” The man replied, “To be honest, it’s for both reasons, and probably for a good
number of other reasons that I am unaware of. I did want to see you because you are famous and I do
really want to learn from you, and I am not even sure that either of them is the real reason I came to see
you.” “You’re ready to learn”, said the holy man.
T.S. Eliot presents his main character in Murder in the Cathedral as a man who does all the right things, is
recognized for his goodness, but is someone who still has to examine himself as to his real motivation for
doing what he does. What Eliot highlights is something which should give all of us who are trying to be
good, virtuous, faithful persons, pause for reflection, scrutiny, and prayer. What’s our real motivation?
How much is this about helping others and how much is about ourselves, about gaining respect,
admiration, a good name – and having a good feeling about ourselves?
This is a hard question and perhaps not even a fair one, but a necessary one which, if asked, can aid us in
our quest for a deeper level of maturity. In the end, are we doing good things because of what it does for
others or because of what it does for us?
As we stand somewhat naked and exposed before this question, we can take some consolation in the
message contained in the Sufi parable. This side of eternity our motivations are pathologically complex and
mixed.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

DIARY DATES
Planned Giving Envelopes: Please remember to take your new set with you today.
Finance Meeting: Tuesday 26th July at 7.30pm.
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting: Thursday 4th August at 7.30pm
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 18th August at 11am

New Principal

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
Our Lady of Hope School and
Your new set of Envelopes are available for
Tea Tree Gully Parish,
collection. They commence 1st weekend in
welcome Mr Paul Bennett as
August.
the new Principal to OLOH
We ask you to please take the time to
School. Paul commences his
consider giving into the Parish Collection via
role this week, as we wish Paul Direct Debit (this is money taken from your
all the best in his new school.
savings account each week, fortnight or
month, which ever you prefer) or via Credit
ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Card (this is taken from your Credit Card
SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY
If you or someone you know is celebrating a significant
Account each week, fortnight or month, which
anniversary this year, we invite you to let the Parish Office
ever you prefer). To have this done we need
know of their details so they can be acknowledged at the
Anniversaries Mass on Sunday 18 September 2022 to be
you to fill out a form which can be
held in our Parish at the 10.30am Mass.
downloaded from our webpage or phone or
Names and details need to be given to the parish by the end
of August, to allow time for the Archdiocese to acknowledge
email Denise and one can be sent to you via
with a certificate.
email or post. You must fill out your details
Music In The Liturgy – Office For Worship
and then this information is given to our bank
The Office for Worship will be hosting a course for all
to act on.
music ministers and choir leaders in the diocese next
month. ‘Music in the Liturgy’ will help participants
understand some of the history of liturgical music and learn
appropriate ways to select music for preparation of Catholic
Masses and other liturgical celebrations. It will be held on
Thursday evenings, starting August 18, in the Cathedral
Hall. Contact the Office for Worship on 8210 8130 or
worship@adelaide.catholic.org.au for more details.

Please, as we are an Oblate Parish, we ask
that you avoid using the Archdiocesan App.
This app is not free for us to have as a form of
giving. The Parish is actually charged by the
Archdiocese for this service.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Rice, Tea Bags, Tuna, Spreads, Tinned Beetroot

The Society is a lay Catholic organisation that aspires to live the gospel message by serving Christ in the
poor with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, and by working together to shape a more just and
compassionate society.
The St Vincent de Paul Society aspires to be recognised as a caring Catholic charity offering a 'hand up' to
people in need. We do this by respecting their dignity, sharing our hope and encouraging them to take
control of their own destiny.
Ruth Davey - President TTG Conference.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 23 July

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 23: 9.15am 5.30pm - Michael Patrick Mooney -RIP
Sunday 24: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am Monday 25: 9.15am - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 26: 9.15am Wednesday 27: 9.15am Thursday 28: 9.15am Friday 29: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams,
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover,
Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin

Religious Education Classes for State
School Children

Cleaners Roster: 27-29 July - Group 2

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Richard Sinclair, Dolores Castello, Patricia Reid, Vincent Fogarty,
Alexander Opie, Joyce Opie, Kellie Harris, Maria De Robertus,
Margaret Orams, Arthur Ledo, Eileen Foenander, Fr John O’Doherty OMI

please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for August - J Bament
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –31/7- Group 4

Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above
and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to attend
Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 2022,
Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page.
Classes are held Thursdays 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the Gerard Room with a qualified
teacher and Fr James.
Commencement date to be advised. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year.
Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. 8264 4694

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

