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2nd SUNDAY of EASTER - Year C
Readings next weekend 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER Yr C: Acts 5:27 -32. 40-41, Rv 5:11-14, Jn 21:1-19

THEN GOD CREATED LIGHT AGAIN
It doesn’t matter whether you picture the origin of time the way science does, as beginning with
the Big Bang, or whether you take the biblical account of the origins of the world literally. Either way
there was a time before there was light. The universe was dark before God created light. However,
eventually the world grew dark again. When?
We are told in the Gospels that as Jesus was dying on the cross, between the sixth and ninth hour, it
grew dark and Jesus cried out “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me!” What really happened
here?
Are the Gospels saying that it actually grew dark in the early afternoon, an eclipse of the sun, or are
they referring to another kind of darkness, of a spiritual kind? Was there an eclipse of the sun as
Jesus was dying? Perhaps. We don’t know, but that is of secondary importance anyway. What the
Gospels are referring to is a kind of darkness that envelops us whenever what’s precious to us is
humiliated, exposed as powerless, ridiculed, terminally defeated, and crucified by our world. There’s
a darkness that besets us whenever the forces of love seem overpowered by the forces of hatred.
The light extinguished then is the light of hope, but there is deeper darkness and this is the kind of
darkness that the Gospels say formed a cloud over the world as Jesus hung dying.
What’s being insinuated here is that at Jesus’ crucifixion, creation went back to its original chaos, as it
was before there was light. But what’s also being insinuated is that God created light a second time,
this time by raising Jesus from the dead, and that this new light is the most staggering light of all
because. Moreover, unlike the original light, which was only physical, this light is a light both for the
eyes and for the soul.
For the eyes, the light of the resurrection is also a radically new physical phenomenon. At the
resurrection of Jesus, the atoms of the planet were shaken up from their normal physical workings. A
dead body rose from the grave to a life from which it would never again die. That had never
happened before. Moreover, the resurrection of Jesus was also a radically new light for the soul, the
light of hope. What is this latter light?
There’s a famous song written by Robbie Robertson made popular in the early 1970s by Joan
Baez, The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down. Narrated in the first person by a man called Virgil Caine,
the song is a sad lament about the distress experienced by a poor white Southern family during the
American Civil War. All that could go wrong for them, seemingly had gone wrong, including the death
of their young son, killed in the war. Their situation is dark, lacking any hope. At a point in the song,
the narrator offers this lament about his brother’s death:

He was just eighteen, proud and brave
But a Yankee laid him in his grave
I swear by the blood below my feet
You can’t raise the Cain back up when it’s in defeat
Can life be raised back up when it’s in defeat? Can a dead body come out of its grave? Can a violated
body again become whole? Can lost innocence ever be restored? Can a broken heart ever be
mended? Can a crushed hope ever again lift up a soul? Doesn’t darkness extinguish all light? What
hope was there for Jesus’ followers as they witnessed his humiliation and death on Good Friday?
When goodness itself gets crucified, what’s the basis for any hope?
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In two words, the resurrection. When darkness enveloped the earth a second time, God made light
a second time, and that light, unlike the physical light created at the dawn of time, can never be
extinguished. That’s the difference between the resuscitation of Lazarus and the resurrection of
Jesus, between physical light and the light of the resurrection. Lazarus was restored to his selfsame body from which he had to die again. Jesus was given a radically new body which would
never die again.
The renowned biblical scholar Raymond E. Brown tells us that the darkness that beset the world as
Jesus hung dying, would last until we believe in the resurrection. Until we believe that God has a
live-giving response for all death and until we believe God will roll back the stone from any grave,
no matter how deeply goodness is buried under hatred and violence, the darkness of Good Friday
will continue to darken our planet.
Mohandas K. Gandhi once observed that we can see the truth of God always creating new light,
simply by looking at history: “When I despair, I remember that all through history, the way of truth
and love has always won. There have been murderers and tyrants, and for a time they can seem
invincible. But in the end they always fall. Think of it, always.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Sacramental and Liturgical Coordinator (Part-time) – Para Hills/Modbury Parish
Click here to see the advertisement for a current part-time position available for Para Hills/Modbury Parish.
Applications due by close of business (5pm) Friday, April 29 2022.
Invitation to Mary MacKillop Walk - Sunday May 1
It’s almost a year since the Kensington-Norwood Mary MacKillop Walk was launched. Since then, hundreds of
people – individuals and groups – have enjoyed exploring these two adjoining historic suburbs, following the
dedicated and signposted trail which helps walkers to discover a little more of the story and legacy of Mary and her
courageous, resilient early companions. The Mary MacKillop Walk has 14 stops, each with its own significant story.
The walk takes 60-90 minutes and is accessible for all. Pocket-sized, self-guided Mary MacKillop Walk booklets are
available from Mary MacKillop Museum or the Norwood Town Hall. Come along … Celebrate with us! Book now
for the special 1st Birthday Mary MacKillop Walk

•
•
•
•

Sunday May 1
Assemble at Mary MacKillop Museum, cnr High and Phillips Street, Kensington
Meet your guides and set out at 10.30am
Come back to the Museum for the cutting and sharing of the birthday cake at around 12 noon.
No cost, but bookings are essential, so we’ll know how many guides are required.
Bookings: Mary MacKillop Museum – P: 8139 5910 (Tuesday to Sunday) or Email: info.mmprecinct@sosj.org.au
Diocesan Pre-Synod Gathering
All are invited to the Diocesan Pre-Synod Gathering for the presentation of the Diocesan Report to the 2023 Synod
on Synodality. The gathering will take place at the Monastery in Glen Osmond on Saturday April 30 at 1:45pm.
The gathering will be an opportunity to reflect on the report and provide feedback. Space is limited, booking is
essential. The event will also be livestreamed on YouTube. RSVP at www.trybooking.com/BYLPR

Marian Procession Date Claimer: Sunday, 22 May 2022 at 2.00pm
This year, in support of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters, the image that will lead our procession is
Vyshhorodska - Mother of God carried by the Ukrainian Community in Adelaide.
I ask that each parish be represented behind their banner and Parish Priests encourage as many
parishioners to attend as possible. Assembly of Parishes will begin at 1.30pm and the procession will
follow at 2.00pm.
Those who wish to can book in online via this link www.trybooking.com/BPJAN. The Procession will
take place in the Main Arena however if the weather is inclement, the procession will be moved to the Wayville
Pavilion.

DIARY DATES
ANZAC Day - Monday Morning Mass at 9.15am
Wednesday 27th April - Car park will be closed due to work being done on
that day. Please park on the street for morning Mass.
Vinnies Meeting - Wednesday 4th May at 7pm
Exposition & Benediction - Saturday 7th May after Morning Mass

Thank You!
Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for
supporting Project Compassion 2022. If you still have
your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at
home, please bring them back next week or visit
lent.caritas.org.au and donate online.

Your generosity will empower
the world’s most vulnerable
communities to grow stronger
and lift themselves out of
poverty.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities
face their challenges today and build a better
tomorrow For All Future Generations.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on
the ground providing shelter, food, clean water,
medicine and psychological support. Donate now
to help the people of Ukraine. Donate today at
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413
toll free.
Keep up to date on how Caritas agencies are
responding to this crisis - www.caritas.org.au/
ukraine-news

Website News

www.stdavidsttg.org.au
Lent and Easter slideshow on the Home page
and photos under Lent & Easter in our Photo
Gallery.
All Lent & Easter Masses are also on our
YouTube Channel for those who either
missed them or would like to celebrate again.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Corn, Cereal, Tuna, Pasta Sauce, Rice

Vincentian Meditation:
In the Manual of the Society of St Vincent de Paul, we read:
If Jesus stands at the center of Vincentian spirituality, the poor stand next to him. Jesus' words, "You always will have the
poor with you, " are the reason for being for Vincentian existence. Blessed Frederic said: "Sons of Saint Vincent de Paul, let us
learn of him to forget ourselves, to devote ourselves to the service of God and the good of men.
Let us learn of him that holy preference which shows most love to those who suffer most. Mercy is a facet of charity that calls
us, first to identify in spirit with our suffering brothers and sisters.
Mercy calls also for outward signs and actions. We weep with those who weep, we rejoice with those who rejoice.
We empathize; we reach out in compassion."

Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 23 April

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 23: 9.15am - Michael & family RIP
5.330pm - Vince DeRobertus RIP
Sunday 24: 7.00am - Stella Turnbill -RIP
9.00am 10.30am - Andrew Jayakody RIP
Monday 25: 9.15am - ANZAC DAY
Tuesday 26: 9.15am - Stefan Pawliszewski RIP
Wednesday 27: 9.15am Thursday 28: 9.15am - Janina Pawliszewski - RIP
Friday 29: 9.15am -

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer

Cleaners Roster: 26-28 April - Group 4
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Teresa Ormerad, Edna O’Reilly, Leo Fogarty, Cheryl Chasser,
Stan Webb, Albert Heinzberger, Allan Neale, Eileen Ferguson,
Louis Zaniol, Kevin Tobin, John McMulty, Mavis Shea,
Fr John Maher OMI, Ruby Cunningham, Eric Baker, Stan O’Reilly,
Ian Hughes, Keri Dawe, Margaret Hickey

Linen for May— R Davey
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –1/5- Group 1

Baptisms:
Boady Shayne Sloper, son of Lee & Rebekah
Ronnie Enda Martin-Boulton, son of Jamie & Karen

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY CELEBRATION
Divine Mercy Sunday April 24th, 2022 at Holy Trinity Church, 171 Kesters Road, Para
Hills, 2pm There will be Holy Mass followed at 3pm Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, Reconciliation, Chaplet of Divine Mercy Benediction, concluding with
Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image.

Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our OLOH and place
into a container in the foyer. If you need more information visit this website:
www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

