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Celebrating Fifty Years of Ordination

Fifty years ago, on an overcast, cold, fall day in the gymnasium of the local public high school, I was
ordained to the priesthood. Beyond the grey sky, another thing marked the event. This was a tender season
for my family and me. Both our parents had died (and died young) within a year and a half just prior to
this and we were still somewhat fragile of heart. In that setting, I was ordained a priest.
Within the few words allowed in a short column, what do I most want to say as I mark the fiftieth
anniversary of that day? I will borrow from the novelist Morris West, who begins his autobiography this
way: When you reach the age of seventy-five, there should only be three phrases left in your vocabulary,
thank you, thank you, and thank you! I just turned seventy-five and reflecting on fifty years of priesthood,
many thoughts and feelings come to mind; life, after all, has its seasons. However, the feeling that
overrides all others is that of gratitude, thank you, thank you, and thank you! Thank you to God, to grace,
to the church, to my family, to the Oblates, to the many friends who have loved and supported me, to the
wonderful schools I have taught in, and to the thousands of people I have encountered in those fifty years
of ministry.
My initial call to the priesthood and the Oblate congregation was not the stuff of romance. I didn’t enter
religious life and the seminary because I was attracted to it. The opposite. This was not what I wanted.
But, I felt called, strongly and clearly, and at the tender age of seventeen made the decision to enter
religious life. Today, people may well raise questions about the wisdom and freedom of such a decision at
age seventeen, but looking back all these years later, I can honestly say that this is the clearest, purest, and
most unselfish decision that I have yet made in my life. I have no regrets. I wouldn’t have chosen this life
except for a strong call that I initially tried to resist; and, knowing myself as I do, it is by far the most lifegiving choice that I possibly could have made. I say this because, knowing myself and knowing my
wounds, I know too that I would not have been nearly as generative (nor as happy) in any other state in
life. I nurse some deep wounds, not moral ones, but wounds of the heart, and those very wounds have
been, thanks to the grace of God, a source of fruitfulness in my ministry.
Moreover, I have been blessed in the ministries that have been assigned to me. As a seminarian, I dreamed
of being a parish priest, but that was never to be. Immediately after ordination, I was sent to do graduate
studies in theology and then taught theology at various seminaries and theology schools for most of these
fifty years, save for twelve years that I served as a provincial superior of my local Oblate community and
on the Oblate General Council in Rome. I loved teaching! I was meant to be a religious teacher and
religious writer and so my ministry, all of it, has been very satisfying. My hope is that it has been
generative for others.
In addition, I have been blessed by the Oblate communities within which I lived. My ministry usually had
me living in larger Oblate communities and through these fifty years, I estimate that I have lived in
community with well over three hundred different men. That’s a rich experience. Moreover, I have always
lived in healthy, robust, caring, supportive, and intellectually challenging communities that gave me the
spiritual and human family I needed. There were tensions at times, but those tensions were never not life
giving. Religious community is unique, sui generis. It isn’t family in the emotional or psychosexual sense,
but family that is rooted in something deeper than biology and attraction – faith.
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There have been struggles of course, not least with the emotional issues around celibacy and living inside
a loneliness which (as Merton once said) God, himself, condemned. It is not good for someone to be
alone! It is here too where my Oblate religious community has been an anchor. Vowed celibacy can be
lived and can be fruitful, though not without community support.
Let me end with a comment that I once heard from a priest who was celebrating his eighty-fifth birthday
and his sixtieth anniversary of ordination. Asked how he felt about it all, he said, “It wasn’t always easy!
There were some bitter, lonely times. Everyone in my ordination class left the priesthood, every one of
them, and I was tempted too. But I stayed and, now, looking back after sixty years, I’m pretty happy with
the way my life turned out!”
That sums up my feelings too after fifty years – I’m pretty happy with the way it has turned out – and
deeply, deeply grateful
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

FOUND - HEARING AID.
FOUND SATURDAY EVENING AFTER 5.30PM MASS NEAR FOYER DOOR -CAR PARK SIDE
If you have lost one hearing aid, please contact the Parish Office

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Tea Bags, 1kg Sugar, Tinned Meat & Veg, Tinned Fruit

The St. Vincent De Paul – Tea Tree Gully Conference is again ,this year, using The People’s
Choice Community Lottery as a fund raiser. It will be run operating solely as an online lottery – there will
be no paper tickets.
Tickets are still only $2.00 each and we receive the full $2.00 for every ticket sold.
Tickets are on sale now and the main dates of interest are as follows – Early Bird ticket sales close 24th
November 2022 and the prize (a Toyota Corolla Ascent Sport Hybrid -RRP $31,793) is drawn 1st December
2022, Main Draw ticket sales close 2nd March 2023 and prizes are drawn 9th March 2023.
All tickets go into the Main Draw. This spread of ticket sales enables you to spread your purchases – you
can buy a few tickets each week or fortnight or whatever suits your budget.
To buy tickets on line:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Go to “People’s Choice Community Lottery”
Click on “Buy Tickets”
Click on “Church”
Click on “St. Vincent De Paul – Tea Tree Gully Conference”
Follow the prompts to buy your tickets.

Columban Calendars
Orders are now being taken - $10 each
Please contact a Vinnies member, or the
Parish Office to place your order.
Neil 0402 345 493

President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference

Wasim at OLOH

De Mazenod Family Shared Meals
An opportunity to meet on a regular basis as an Oblate Parish Family inspired by St
Eugene De Mazenod to ‘live in the Light of Christ’.
First Gathering
Monday 21st November at 6pm in the foyer of St David’s.
There will be a shared ‘Family Meal’ - please bring a small plate of food to share.
Following our meal, there will be an ‘Advent Reflection’, focusing on our Mother Mary’s journey with her
Son, Jesus.
These De Mazenod Family Meals will continue weekly throughout Advent, and on a less frequent basis in
the New Year. Everyone is most welcome.

DIARY DATES
First Reconciliation for Sacramental Children: Tuesday 25th October at 6pm
All Saints Day - Tuesday 1st November - Mass at 9.15am and 7pm St David’s
All Souls Day—Wednesday 2nd November -9.15am in Memorial Garden, weather permitting, Gleeson
College Mass at 12 noon.
20th November, Christ the King: To help make this day special, all other weekend Masses will be
cancelled. You are asked to attend the 10.30am Mass.
At the 10.30am Mass we will require 5-6 people to read a Prayer of the Faithful in their native tongue.
The prayer will be given to you beforehand to practice. Please speak with Fr James regarding this request.
Also on the day you may dress in your national dress or colours from your region.
OCTOBER IS CATHOLIC MISSIONS MONTH

This Sunday 23rd October, there will be a special collection for Catholic Missions. If you will
require a receipt for your donation, please take an envelope from the foyer.

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

Diocesan Assembly 21st October—22nd October
The 2022 Diocesan Assembly is a continuation of the work that was started at the 2021 Assembly. In
2021 participants developed recommendations for local Parishes, Schools, Communities, Agencies and for
the Archdiocese as a whole. These recommendations need to be further discerned by the local
Communities and Diocesan Leadership.
The 2022 Diocesan Assembly will build on the 2021 recommendations and provide opportunities for
formation, skill-building, and strategic planning. It will also be an opportunity to look at the results of the
Plenary Council and how they will be incorporated into local and Diocesan life.
Assemblies will become a regular fixture of Diocesan life. At least one more annual Assembly is planned
for 2023. After that, assemblies may occur every other year with Parish or Deanery Assemblies
encouraged on the alternate years.
Garden party
To coincide with the 150 years of the St Joseph’s Convent, Kensington, Mary MacKillop Precinct is holding a
fundraising Spring Garden Party, on Sunday, November 6, 2022. This is an initiative of the Mary MacKillop
Museum’s volunteers. Cost $30 (glass of Champagne included) Tickets available from the Mary MacKillop Museum
or by phoning Bridgette Barrett – M: 0438 805 579
Weekend Retreat at The Monastery
Our next weekend retreat at The Monastery is our 2022 Men’s Retreat. ‘To be my best self’ will be led by Fr Denis
Travers CP and Fr Tony Egar CP. The retreat will commence on November 18 with a dinner and conclude on
Saturday November 19 with our 6pm Mass. Cost $160 GST inc. covers your accommodation and all meals. Contact
the Office for any enquires or reservations on P: 8338 8700 or E: conference@themonastery.net.au.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

STAFF
Priests:

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (james@oblates.com.au)
Fr Joshua Nash OMI—Assistant Priest (jnash@omi.com.au)
Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions and Feast Days
for week commencing 22 October
Saturday 22: 9.15am - Michael & family members RIP
5.30pm - Eva Pawliszewski –98 years Birthday Intentions
Sunday 23: 7.00am - Slota & Pawliszewski families—RIP
9.00am 10.30am - Reg Harper - RIP
Monday 24: 9.15am Tuesday 25: 9.15am - Stefan Pawliszewski - RIP
Wednesday 26: 9.15am - Lina & family members -RIP
Thursday 27: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions
Friday 28: Sts Simon & Jude 9.15am - Michael & family –RIP

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin emailed to you,
please send your email id to the parish to have your name
added to the list.

Recycling Bin at side of church, Vizard
Rd side. Please do not use the normal
bins in the back porch area.
Please place your bottles, cans, fruit box,
and any tetra packs under one litre, into
this bin. Proceeds help the needy of the parish.
Your donations are put to good use for the needy.

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:
Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford,
Gloria Grew, Berty Silva

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Garrett Dee, Lillian Davies, Terence Bailey, Feliks Orlawski, Frank Supple,
Maria Fratangelo, Arthur Smith, Trerry Clarke, Gus Safranko, John Howie,
Johanna O’Donoghue, Florence Clifton, Lily Read, Isabella Mullen

Cleaners Roster: 29 Oct - Saturday Group
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for October - T Knight
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –30/10- Group 2
Morning Tea Hosts: 30/10—Widow Grp OLOH: Shaw

R.I.P.
Nathan James Lysaght.
Sympathy to his wife Judith and their children.
Funeral service will be held at St David’s Church on
Thursday 27th October at 1pm
Please keep this young family in your prayers.

Wednesday 2nd November—All Souls Day
Mass at 9.15am will be held in the Memorial Garden, weather permitting.
At this Mass you are invited to bring a small candle in a glass container to place in front of the altar to
remember your loved ones, or even bring a small photo of them, if you wish.
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

