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7th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings next weekend 8th SOT Yr C: Sir 27:4 -7, 1 Cor 15:54-58, Lk 6:39-45

THE DEATH OF CHASTITY IN OUR CULTURE
The concept of chastity has fallen on hard times.
Several years ago, I was invited to speak to a group of students at a Catholic university. The invitation
came with a request and a caveat. I was to speak on chastity, but ideally, I was to avoid using the word.
The Dean of Theology, who had invited me, had appraised the situation this way: perhaps more than

anything else, the students need a challenge to chastity, but they are so turned off by the word that if we
mention it in the title, very few will show up.
His hunch was right on both scores: the need for chastity in their lives and their aversion to the word.
That’s also true for our culture.
For many today, the word chastity has negative connotations. Outside of a constantly shrinking number
of select church circles, the word chastity sets off mostly negative alarms. Within our highly secularized
and sophisticated world, for the most part chastity is identified with naiveté, with sexual timidity, with
religious fundamentalism, with a toxic over-emphasis on sexual purity, with a lack of sophistication, and
with something that perhaps made more sense in another age. Commonly, the notion is ridiculed, even in
some religious circles. Very few people today dare talk about saving sex for marriage or about chastity as
virtue.
What’s behind this? Why this negativity and disdain towards the word chastity?
Partly this is based on a number of popular perceptions. Chastity is often seen as grounded in a religious
fundamentalism, which our culture today either disdains or pities (“Chastity for Jesus”). As well, the notion
of chastity is seen as a product of the church’s long-standing, one-sided emphasis on virginity and
celibacy and its failure to articulate a healthy, robust spirituality of sex. It’s hard to argue with perceptions,
except to say that the reasons for the demise of the concept of chastity in our culture are much more
complex than this.
Admittedly, our catechesis about chastity is part of the problem. My suspicion is that a good number of
people are negative vis-à-vis the notion because of how the concept has been presented to them. Our
churches and moral teachers have to assume some of the blame and admit that far too often the concept
of chastity has been presented, however unintentionally, precisely as a naiveté, a repression, and as an
over-emphasis on sexual purity. There’s a parallel here to how atheism finds its ground. Just as so much
atheism is a parasite feeding off bad religion, so too much of the negativity towards the concept of
chastity is a parasite feeding off unhealthy religious teaching.
However, our culture’s negativity towards the notion of chastity feeds off more than a less-than-healthy
catechesis. The culprit? Sophistication as a virtue that is an end in itself. In short, our culture prizes
personal sophistication above most everything else, and when sophistication is so highly prized, chastity
easily looks like naïvete and ignorance.
Is it? Is chastity a naïvete, an ignorance? At the end of the day, is the notion of chastity a sexual
repression, an unhealthy timidity, a toxic over-emphasis on sexual purity, a religious fundamentalism, a
pitiable pre-sophistication? Admittedly, that can sometimes be the case. However, here’s the case for
chastity.
In 2013, Donna Freitas, the author of a number of books on sexuality and consent, published a study
entitled, The End of Sex: How Hookup Culture is Leaving a Generation Unhappy, Sexually Unfulfilled, and
Confused about Intimacy. That title is the book in caption. Nowhere in the book (and for this she has been
unjustly criticized by some church groups) does she ever say that what is happening in our culture today
in terms of soulless sex is wrong or sinful. She doesn’t have to. She simply spells out the consequences –
unhappiness, confusion, sexual depression.
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A generation earlier, the renowned educator Allan Bloom, writing out of a purely secular perspective,
came to the same conclusion. Looking at the bright, very-sophisticated young students he was teaching,
he concluded that the very unbridled sophistication they so prided themselves in (which he termed “the
absence of chastity in their lives”) had this effect in their lives: it left them “erotically lame”.
And so I submit that chastity merits another look from our culture. There’s first-naïvete (childishness) and
there’s second-naïvete (childlikeness). There’s hook-up sex and there’s soul-sex. There’s religious
fundamentalism and there’s the wisdom of divine revelation. There’s the over-emphasis on sexual
purity and there’s the dehumanizing disrespect for others (that the #Me Too is standing up to). There’s a
certain ennui and fatigue in an ultra-sophistication that believes all taboos may be broken, and there’s a
vibrancy and happiness that’s felt in keeping your shoes off before the burning bush. Note, in every one
of these dualisms, chastity speaks for soul, for wisdom, for respect, and for happiness.

Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

Our schools have been asked to collect bread tags to support a fundraiser to fund
wheelchairs in South Africa . (you may of heard this on the radio) It’s a very simple way
to get our students/ Parish families to help others in need. These are recycled in Robe,
SA .
Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our
OLOH and place into a container in the foyer. Your support is much appreciated!
If you need more information visit this website: www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Cereal, Rice, Spreads, Tinned Tomatoes, Pasta Sauce
NOT LONG BEFORE THE LAST DAY TO BUY TICKETS FOR THE LOTTERY
Main Draw ticket sales close 24th February, 2022 and prizes drawn 3rd March 2022. Go to ‘People’s Choice
Community Lottery’ Click ‘Prizes’ to view the complete prize lists—click on ‘Buy Tickets’ Scroll down and
click on ‘Church’ Click on ‘St Vincent de Paul—Tea Tree Gully Conference’ Purchase your tickets.
With the upcoming South Australian State election on March 19, 2022, the St Vincent de Paul Society (SA) Inc has
outlined 5 key topics that are impacting the people we serve, both locally in Tea Tree Gully, other local
government areas in South Australia, and the community more broadly. The topics are:
1. Housing Insecurity
2. Education for Children and Young People
3. Support for Asylum Seekers
4. Concessions Equity and
5. Food Insecurity
The Society has requested responses from the major parties to questions asked within each of these areas. If you
are interested in reading the St Vincent de Paul SA Election Position Statement, you will find it on the Vinnies
website at vinnies.org.au/;page/Publications/SA/SA_Election_-_Our Position_Statement/

Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

PLEASE NOTE - CHANGE TO WEEKDAY MASS
This coming Monday and Tuesday, 21st and 22nd February, there will be
NO MORNING MASS. However, there will be Liturgy of the Word with
Communion.
EVERY MONDAY FROM NOW ON - NO MORNING MASS ON MONDAYS
Every Monday there will be Liturgy of the Word with Communion.

DIARY DATES - note: all meetings are held in St David’s Church Foyer
R.E. Classes for State School Children: Commence Thursday 24th Feb in Gerard Room at 3.45pm

ASH WEDNESDAY: Wednesday 2nd March. Mass at 9.15am and 7pm at St David’s Church.
New Ministers Rosters for St David’s Due end of February: Please let the Parish Office know if you will
not be available for Ministries between March and end of May 2022.
World Day of Prayer: Friday 4th March—see back page for details

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Festival of Hymns
On Friday March 11 at 7pm, James Lloyd, Cathedral Organist at St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral will give a concert
featuring well-loved hymns played on the magnificent Cathedral Casavant Frères pipe organ to which you are
warmly invited to both attend and join in singing. James is the regular organist at the 11am Sunday Solemn Mass at
the Cathedral and his vibrant and effusive style has pleased Mass-goers for many years, both at Dernancourt and in
the city. This promises to be a night of high entertainment and great delight to those who love organ music played
on one of the world’s most significant instruments. Entrance is free. This is part of our Fringe organ recitals 2022.
Fringe 2022 – Free lunchtime organ recitals
St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral is once again opening its doors for our Fringe lunchtime pipe organ recitals. The
recitals are a unique opportunity to listen to our magnificent 1927 Casavant Frères pipe organ and visit this beautiful
place of worship. The 30-minute lunchtime recitals will be held on the following Wednesdays at 1pm: March 2
organist Gina Dutschke, March 9 organist Amir-Robin-Karas and March 16 organist TBA.
Synod of Bishops Local Consultation
People around the world have been participating in an international conversation about the Catholic Church. You
are invited to join the discussion, helping shape a major global meeting in 2023. You have one more week to make a
submission to your local consultation for the international Synod on Synodality, calling the People of God to walk
together in our mission as Christians. Find out more at: https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
PALMS GLOBAL MISSION
Now that restrictions on international travel are starting to ease, Palms Global Mission is redoubling its efforts to
respond to overseas communities’ requests to assist them through skills exchange. Those considering a Global
Mission placement can be advised of the following support:

•

The Archdiocese will support the preparation costs of participants at Palms’ Orientation Courses and a re-entry
weekend on their return from mission placement.
• Catholic Bishops support a Lay Missionary Gratuity Fund that provides a payment of $2500 for each year one is
on this mission.

•

Palms negotiations with Catholic schools assures great support and benefits for teachers giving up to two years
for this mission. Teachers should talk with Palms about the details.
For more information, visit www.palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
Retreat Morning at the Monastery ‘Healing for my Soul’
This year, Fr Denis Travers is running five retreat mornings at The Monastery.
Our first retreat morning, ‘Healing for my Soul’ will be held on March 12 from 9am to 12.30pm. Contact the
Monastery office on 8338 8700 or conference@themonastery.net.au to book as numbers are limited
Suggested donation $20

LENTEN PROGRAM 2022—Faith Formation - ‘Remember’ Wollongong Diocese
I have 6 books left for this year’s Lenten ’faith formation’ session. If you would like to purchase one the cost is $7, or if you

wish to join with a group, please contact Denise for group information and availability.
A De Mazenod Family Lenten Resource is available for use individually or as a Ministry prayer group. Resource reflections
identify some key sufferings of Jesus, and focus on how we can see Jesus as companion in our life journey and rely on Him for
support through our various trials, knowing He has gone through these sufferings Himself. (Resource available for download
on the De Mazenod Family website https://demazenodfamily.com.au/lenten-resource-2022/
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STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily

Weekday Mass times: Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions for week commencing 19 February

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 19: 9.15 am - Slota & Pawliszewski families -RIP
5.30pm - Pauline Komaromi - special Intentions
Sunday 20: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - Neil Friel - RIP
Monday 21: 9.15am - NO MASS - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 22: 9.15am - NO Mass—Liturgy with Communion
Wednesday 23: 9.15am - Allan Neale -RIP
Thursday 24: 9.15am - Anna Bridis - RIP
Friday 25: 9.15am - Stefan Pawliszewski - RIP

Malcolm & Trish Read, John King, Ros Rimmer, Brian Taylor,
Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams,
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Tony Callus, Emily Budd, Pauline Read,
Gloria Grew, Michelle Furlan, Sergio Castaldi, John Banning,
Jane Banning

Website News www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Mass now live-streamed
The Sunday 10:30am Mass at St. David's
is now live-streamed on our own YouTube
Channel.
If you are unable to attend Mass you can
participate from home (or wherever you may be).
All Masses are kept on our channel, so you can
watch previous weeks too if you wish.

To access the stream, go to our website and
then click on the YouTube menu option.
NOTE : The area covered by the stream is the
whole Sanctuary and the first 5 rows centre of
church.
Send suggestions for improvement to web page
timknight1952@bigpond.com

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Betty Wilkie, Edward Dunlea, Fr Ian Mackintosh OMI, Catherine
Woof, Patrick Kavanagh, James Goodfellow, Robert Zannetino,
Ed Clifton, Leonard Edwards, Jeffrey Howett, Lydia Godden,
Edna Iuliano, Arthur Rawlings, Bevan Francis, Aileen Reardon,
Gerard Turnbull, Shirley Gray, Fr William Byrne OMI,
Henrietta Van de Velde

Baptisms:
Kaiden Nichol, son of Jake & Alysia
Joshua Alekasandar Mounsher, son of Michael &
Alexandra
Cleaners Roster: 22-24 February - Group 5
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for March - T Knight
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –27/2 - Group 2
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
England, Wales and Northern Ireland
Friday 4th March at 1.30pm
Hope Valley Church, 1263 Grand Junction Rd, Hope Valley.
Speaker: Mrs June Hindmarch
Afternoon tea after service. Contact: Margaret Paech
8264 2545 or Denise Robinson 251 1748
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe

policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan
Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

