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3rd SUNDAY of EASTER - Year C
Readings next weekend 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER Yr C: Acts 13:14, 43 -52, Rv 7:9, 14-17, Jn 10:27-30

FEAR OF MISSING OUT

Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

It’s hard for a child to have to go to bed in the middle of an evening when the rest of the family is still
celebrating. Nobody wants to go to bed while everyone else is still up. No one wants to miss out on life.
Remember how as a child, tired and unable to keep your eyes open, you still struggled against anyone who
would try to put you to bed. Exhausted or not, you didn’t want to miss anything. You didn’t want to leave and
go to sleep while so much life was going on.
We never really outgrow that. That resistance is congenital and still haunts us on our deathbeds.
One of our more painful anxieties is triggered by a sense that we are forever missing out on something. This is
also one of our major fears about dying. For most people, the heaviness and darkness of dying come not so
much from a fear of what they might meet in the next life, judgment and punishment, but from a fear of
annihilation. Moreover, the fear here is not so much that their personal identity will be snuffed out (though
that is a real fear) but rather that they will be taken away from all the life of which they have been part. The
sadness lies in the having to let go, in knowing that life will now go on without us, of being taken off to bed
while the party continues. And, this is deep inside us, so deep, that we find it difficult to imagine how the world
can even go on without us.
However, this is not a sign that there is something wrong with us, some neurosis that needs fixing or some
moral or religious issue that needs attention. It’s the human condition, pure and simple, and God is the
architect of that. In short, we’re built to be part of a fabric, not single threads content in their isolation.

I was twenty-three years old when I watched my dad die in a hospital room. He was still young, sixty-two years
old, and ideally should have had a number of years still ahead of him. But, he was dying, he knew it, and
despite a faith that gave him some comfort, was deeply sad about it. What he struggled with in his dying was
not with some fear of the afterlife or some amends he still needed to make in this life. None of that. There was
no unfinished business with God, nor religious and moral issues still to mend. Nor were there unhealthy fears
of the afterlife. His only unfinished business had to do with this life, and what he would now miss out on in
terms of (figuratively) being put to bed early while the party was still going on. In addition, for him, the party
was in full swing. His adult children were just beginning to establish their lives and give him grandchildren, and
the younger half of his family were actively preparing to enter into their adult lives. He wasn’t going to be
around to see how all of this turned out and he wasn’t going to be around to see most of his grandchildren.
More important still, he had a wife, a soulmate, whom he would be leaving. It wasn’t a good evening to be sent
to bed early.
Beyond all this, he still had his own siblings, neighbors, friends, a parish, civic involvements, sports teams, and
countless other life-giving connections, and he was aware, not without huge heartache, that these were all
about to end, at least on this side of eternity.
Why shouldn’t he have been sad? Indeed, why shouldn’t any of us be sad whenever we are facing a death of
any kind, when we are being put to bed while the rest of life is still going on?
We are constitutively communitarian. As God himself said when he created the human family, it is not good for
anyone to be alone. We are meant to be part of a family and a community, part of the fabric of life, and a fabric
is made up of multiple threads. Thus, it’s understandably saddening whenever our single, fragile, lonely thread
is being pulled away from the rest of the fabric. No wonder little children don’t want to be put to bed while
everyone else is still carrying on with the evening.
Moreover, this isn’t just true for the sadness we experience when we face our deaths. The same dynamic is
operative whenever we undergo the various mini-deaths that beset us as we age, lose our health, retire, get
fired from jobs, lose people we love, lose marriages, are geographically dislocated, or in any other way are
pushed out of the mainstream of life towards the margins.
So, it can be helpful to know that nothing is wrong here. Dying is hard. Letting go is hard. Being pushed aside is
hard. Disappearing from life is particularly hard. That’s why little children don’t like being put to bed.

Grace and peace, I hope this note finds you well.
As you may be aware, the Archdiocese of Adelaide conducts a Count of Attendance for All Masses and Other Sunday
Assemblies held on weekends during the month of May each year, which is used in our pastoral planning and financial
reporting.
This year attendance counts are to be conducted over four weekends of May, being the 7th/8th, 14th/15th, 21st/22nd and
28th/29th and are to be conducted in all Parishes Mass Centres, non-Parish Mass Centres, hospitals, nursing homes and
prison chaplaincies

Archbishop of Adelaide

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Invitation to Mary MacKillop Walk - Sunday May 1
It’s almost a year since the Kensington-Norwood Mary MacKillop Walk was launched. Since then, hundreds of
people – individuals and groups – have enjoyed exploring these two adjoining historic suburbs, following the
dedicated and signposted trail which helps walkers to discover a little more of the story and legacy of Mary and her
courageous, resilient early companions. The Mary MacKillop Walk has 14 stops, each with its own significant story.
The walk takes 60-90 minutes and is accessible for all. Pocket-sized, self-guided Mary MacKillop Walk booklets are
available from Mary MacKillop Museum or the Norwood Town Hall. Come along … Celebrate with us! Book now
for the special 1st Birthday Mary MacKillop Walk

•
•
•
•

Sunday May 1
Assemble at Mary MacKillop Museum, cnr High and Phillips Street, Kensington
Meet your guides and set out at 10.30am
Come back to the Museum for the cutting and sharing of the birthday cake at around 12 noon.
No cost, but bookings are essential, so we’ll know how many guides are required.
Bookings: Mary MacKillop Museum – P: 8139 5910 (Tuesday to Sunday) or Email: info.mmprecinct@sosj.org.au
Walking In the Spirit - National Prayer Pilgrimage for the Plenary Council
People across the country are invited to participate in a national prayer pilgrimage as the Catholic Church in
Australia prepares for the Second Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in Sydney from July 3-9.
We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for the members who will gather and also for ourselves and the
Church, that we may have the courage to follow where God is leading us. For more information visit
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/walkinginthespirit
Three Aspects of Divine Human Encounter
The World Community for Christian Meditation South Australia invites you to ‘A Silent Retreat Day, Three aspects
of divine-human encounter’ on Saturday, May 14 at St Ignatius Hall, Queen St. Norwood. The day will be led by Fr
Michael Trainor and Josie Cirocco. Cost $25. BYO lunch and also a mug or cup. For further information, go to
tinyurl.com/3k4mze95.

Marian Procession Date Claimer: Sunday, 22 May 2022 at 2.00pm
This year, in support of our Ukrainian brothers and sisters, the image that will lead our procession is
Vyshhorodska - Mother of God carried by the Ukrainian Community in Adelaide.
I ask that each parish be represented behind their banner and Parish Priests encourage as many
parishioners to attend as possible. Assembly of Parishes will begin at 1.30pm and the procession will
follow at 2.00pm.
Those who wish to can book in online via this link www.trybooking.com/BPJAN. The Procession will
take place in the Main Arena however if the weather is inclement, the procession will be moved to the Wayville
Pavilion.

DIARY DATES
Vinnies Meeting - Wednesday 4th May at 7pm
Exposition & Benediction - Saturday 7th May after Morning Mass
R.E Classes recommence Thursday 5th May at 3.45pm in Gerard Room
Next weekend—as you enter the church, please fill out the Mass Count slips,
which will be at the entrances.

Thank You!
Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for
supporting Project Compassion 2022. If you still have
your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at
home, please bring them back next week or visit
lent.caritas.org.au and donate online.

Your generosity will empower
the world’s most vulnerable
communities to grow stronger
and lift themselves out of
poverty.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities
face their challenges today and build a better
tomorrow For All Future Generations.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from your Parish, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
Our long-standing partner, Caritas Ukraine, is on
the ground providing shelter, food, clean water,
medicine and psychological support. Donate now
to help the people of Ukraine. Donate today at
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413
toll free.
Keep up to date on how Caritas agencies are
responding to this crisis - www.caritas.org.au/
ukraine-news

Website News

www.stdavidsttg.org.au
Lent and Easter slideshow on the Home page
and photos under Lent & Easter in our Photo
Gallery.
All Lent & Easter Masses are also on our
YouTube Channel for those who either
missed them or would like to celebrate again.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Corn, Cereal, Tuna, Pasta Sauce, Rice

”Yours must be a work of love, of kindness, you must give your time, your talents,
yourselves. The poor person is a unique person of God’s fashioning with an inalienable
right to respect.
You must not be content with tiding the poor over the poverty crisis: You must study
their condition and the injustices which brought about such poverty, with the aim of a
long term improvement.”
Blessed Frederic Ozanam

Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 30 April

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 30: 9.15am 5.30pm - Brian & Doris Nash 40th Anniversary
Sunday 1: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - Ann Hitchens RIP
Monday 2: 9.15am - Delores Foti-Grant—Special Intentions
Tuesday 3: 9.15am - Michael & family members RIP
Wednesday 4: 9.15am - Gregorio Francisco - RIP
Thursday 5: 9.15am - John Polkovics & family members - RIP
Friday 6: 9.15am -

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
John Daly, Kath Alter, Fr John Coakley OMI, Mary Lewis,
Thomas Faul, Kath Walsh, Johannes Nillissen, Sylvia Brown,
Gregoria Francisco

Cleaners Roster: 3-5 May - Group 5
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for May— R Davey
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –8/5- Group 2

Baptisms:
Henry Thien Phuc Pham, son of Kim & Nguyen
Special thanks to everyone over the past week. I have had
to make hasty phone calls for help as I have been in isolation due to being a close contact. Therefore, this bulletin
has been put together quickly for you, but please be aware,
that if I actually am infected by COVID, there may not be a
bulletin in the coming weeks. Also, if you have phoned or
sent emails, you are now aware of the reason I have not
returned your correspondence. Denise

CONGRATULATIONS
The parish congratulate Brian &
Doris Nash on their 40th Wedding
Anniversary.

May they continue to have God’s
blessing on their marriage and also on their
family.
Congratulations to Brian and Doris from the
Parish

Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our OLOH and place
into a container in the foyer. If you need more information visit this website:
www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

