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Our Real Demons

What’s in an image? An image can imprint itself indelibly into our consciousness so that we cannot not
picture a thing except in a certain way. Take, for instance, Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting of the
Last Supper. Today if you close your eyes and try to picture the Last Supper, that image will
spontaneously come to mind, even though scholars assure us that this is not how Jesus and his disciples
would have been seated at that meal. Such is the power of art.
Sadly, this is also true for how we spontaneously picture devils and exorcisms. Movies about demon
possession, like Rosemary’s Baby, have imprinted certain images inside of us so we picture someone
possessed by a demon as a person with a wild, contorted, hate-filled face, floating up to the ceiling,
spewing out sick mustard coloured liquid from his mouth, in a room smelling of poisonous gases. Our
picture of an exorcism then is that of a very ascetic-looking priest, dressed in heavy blacks, a stole around
his neck, calling out Jesus’ name as he sprinkles holy water, with the devil shrieking aloud as he retreats.
That’s our image of demon possession and exorcism. Such is the power of art!
But, normally that’s not at all how demon possession and exorcism look like. Indeed, picturing the devil
and an exorcism in that way is more harmful than helpful because demons are more subtle and exorcisms
are more demanding than that picture would have us believe.
What do demons inside of us actually look like? Well, an image of a contorted face spewing out poisonous
gasses and shrieking out hate can in fact serve us well. As a metaphor, that works. However, in real life
that contorted, hate-filled face is too often our own face, and the poison spewing out of us is really the hate
-filled language we hurl at each other as we name-call across ideological, political, moral, and religious
lines. As well, the exorcism required is not the sprinkling of literal holy water, but the sprinkling of the
Holy Spirit.
What do demons actually look like?
There’s a very powerful one named paranoia who brings with him a series of other demons: distrust,
suspicion, self-protection, and fear. When paranoia possesses us, we become suspicious and distrustful.
Everyone begins to look like a threat, an enemy, and all our natural instincts begin to pressure us towards
self-protection, and that begins to contort our faces and we begin to spew out distrust. This may be the
hardest demon of all to exorcise because it is so deeply embedded inside us. It’s no accident that the word
metanoia (which summarizes Jesus’ challenge to us) is the antithesis of paranoia.

Then there is a demon named pride, one that keeps us forever conscious of our own specialness, a demon
that would have us prefer to be special rather than happy. This demon invariably brings with him a very
nasty companion called envy, a demon that paralyzes our ability to admire others, bless them, and not be
threatened by their successes.
Next, come the demons of gluttony and greed. Mostly these no longer tempt us towards over-indulging in
food or drink and accumulating more and more possessions. Instead, these demons infect us with a greed
for experience, with an obsession with drinking in everything, with an obsession to be networking socially
twenty-four hours a day. Moreover, they bring with them the demon of lust; one that has us making others
the object of our erotic desires and in a myriad of other ways has us not fully respecting them.
These are the actual demons that contort our faces and while none of them might make us look like the
young child in Rosemary’s Baby, all of them have us spew out distrust and hatred rather than trust and
understanding.
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How are they exorcized? Well, these are not the kind that normally respond to a sprinkling of holy water.
These need to be cast out by the Holy Spirit.
Scripture tells us the Holy Spirit “scrutinizes everything”. It tells us as well that the Holy Spirit is not
some abstract force that cannot be known by us. St. Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, tells us precisely
who and what the Holy Spirit is. He begins with the via negativa, telling us what the Holy Spirit is not and
what the Holy Spirit should never be confused with, that is, with those demons just named: paranoia,
distrust, suspicion, self-protection, fear, pride, envy, greed, gluttony, and lust. The Holy Spirit is the
antithesis of all of these. To the contrary, the Holy Spirit is the spirit of charity, joy, peace, patience,
goodness, long-suffering, fidelity, mildness, and chastity.
Two contraries cannot co-exist inside the same subject and so an actual exorcism works this way. The
more we embrace charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, long-suffering, fidelity, mildness, and chastity,
the more we exorcize paranoia, distrust, fear, pride, envy, greed, gluttony, and lust – and less demonic
hatred spews from our mouths.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

SEPTEMBER IS CATHOLIC CHARITIES MONTH
Envelopes available from the foyers during September. Please give what you can during the month. You
need to use the envelopes to receive receipts.
There will be a ‘special collection’ next Sunday 25th September, Migrant and Refugee Sunday.

CO NG R A T ULA T IO NS
At the 10.30am Mass this weekend, we congratulate four couples from out Parish who have
registered to have their Anniversary recognised by the Archbishop of Adelaide.

So a special congratulations to these parishioners:
Philip & Rheenah Sison Jean-Louis - 10 years of Marriage
Michael & Veronica Sarunic - 25 years of Marriage
Neil & Annette Dwiar - 55 years of Marriage
John & Mary Murphy - 65 years of Marriage

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Tea Bags, Tinned Spaghetti, Pasta Sauce, Toiletries
"Our conferences and special works come under the framework of Gospel values and Catholic social teaching
which acknowledges:
- the presence of Christ in all individuals,
- human dignity
- human rights for all, and
- a commitment to social justice and a compassionate society"
(Blessed Frederic Ozanam)

President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference

Partners of Veterans Association SA proudly presents THE BEST OF THE EDINBURGH TATTOO
We are pleased to invite you to join the Band of the 10th/27th Battalion, Royal S.A. Regiment to commemorate the 20th
Anniversary of the band’s tour to Edinburgh featuring a variety of the band’s ensembles! SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER @ 2.00PM,
at ST.PETER’S GIRLS SCHOOL STONYFELL ROAD, STONYFELL. TICKETS $20. Ph. Angela 0416 221 328. Flyer in Foyer.

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

DIARY DATES
20th November, Christ the King: Keep this date free for an event after the 10.30am Mass. More
information to follow from PPC

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

Dear brothers,
Grace and peace I hope that this note finds you well.
Details have now been made known for the State Service of Thanksgiving for Her
Majesty the Queen.
It is to be held on Tuesday, 20th September 2022 in St Peter’s Cathedral, 27 King
William Road, North Adelaide at 6.00pm.
As you are aware Thursday, 22nd September 2022, is the National Day of mourning
for Her Majesty and a Public Holiday. I shall be celebrating
Mass in the Cathedral at 9.00am on that day, all welcome.
At St David’s, will celebrate on Thursday 22nd September
at 9.15am Mass
With renewed thanks,
In Domino,
+Patrick O’Regan
Archbishop of Adelaide
Season Of Creation 2022 – September 1 – October 4 – Everyone is invited to get involved!
The Season of Creation is the Church’s annual celebration of God’s creation of the universe and the Church’s
commitment to protecting Earth, its peoples and creatures. The theme this year is Listen to the Voice of Creation. On
Sunday September 18, Archbishop Patrick O’Regan will launch the Laudato Si’ Action Platform with a Pilgrimage to
Country, beginning at Mary MacKillop Plaza at 2pm and walking to Pakapakanthi/Victoria Park wetlands.
Diocese of Broome - Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service
The Diocese of Broome, WA, urgently requires volunteers to assist in working with the local Church in various Aboriginal
communities. There is a variety of important voluntary tasks in administration, building and vehicle maintenance, gardening,
hospitality, general cleaning etc. Placements are preferred for a period of six months plus. In return for being part of the team, we
offer accommodation, living expenses and a small weekly allowance. For further details, and an application form, please contact:
Volunteer Coordinator, Janet Ryan: P: 08 9192 1060 or E: volunteers@broomediocese.org, Web: www.broomediocese.org, Mail:
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725.

Migrant and Refugee Sunday (108 th World Day of Migrants and Refugees) Collection next weekend
Pope Francis invites us to grow together as the human family by promoting the cultural and spiritual contribution
of migrants and refugees to our communities. You are also invited to participate in the Migrant and Refugee
Sunday – Multicultural Mass in St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral on Sunday September 25 at 2.30pm.
Catholic Tennis Centenary
The SA Catholic Tennis Association will commemorate its centenary with an afternoon tea at its headquarters,
Military Road, West Beach on Sunday October 23 from 2pm to 5pm. Tea will be provided and drinks are available
for purchase. Past players, office bearers and their families are cordially invited to this milestone event. Please
register your interest via E: westbeachtennisclub@gmail.com or by contacting Peter Nelligan on M: 0405 720 795.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

STAFF
Priests:

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)
Fr Joshua Nash OMI—Assistant Priest (jnash@omi.com.au)
Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 17 September

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 17: 9.15am - Michael & family members—RIP
5.30pm - Dolores Foti-Grant - RIP
Sunday 8 7.00am - Janina Pawoszewski -RIP
9.00am 10.30am - Eva Pawliszewski - Special Intentions
Monday 19: 9.15am - Mary Mooney -RIP
Tuesday 20: 9.15am Wednesday 21: 9.15am Thursday 22: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions
Friday 23: 9.15am - Michael & family members - RIP

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford,
Gloria Grew, Berty Silva

Baptisms: 18th September
Lily Grace Howden, daughter of Kain & Jaala
Layla Belle Kakoschke, daughter of Sally

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
John Borlace, Mary Mooney, Jimmy Hill, Laurence Sambrook, Michael
Carty, Thomas Cooper, Robert Dolman, Archie McGregor, Olive Coyle,
Michael Doyle, Tadeusz Groblicki, Gerard Helling, Albert Edmondson, Betty
Fisher, Thomas Dockray, Kieran McRae, Deacon Mike Lappin, George
Anthony, Giovanni Di Bucchianico, George Walker, John Hanger, Lucy
Collins, Dylan Martin

Cleaners Roster: 24 Sep - Special
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin emailed to you,
please send your email id to the parish to have your name
added to the list.

Linen for September - M Zotti
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –25/9- Group 2
Morning Tea Hosts: 25/9 Seychell OLOH: Calleja

Fr James celebrates his birthday on 17th September. Please say a special ‘birthday prayer ‘ for
him this weekend.
Recycling Bin at side of church, Vizard
Rd side. Please do not use the normal
bins in the back porch area.

St. David’s Prayer Group.
(Vol. 2 can be found on the small
Altar in foyer).

In this book you are able to write
Please place your bottles, cans, fruit box,
your private petition and thanksand any tetra packs under one litre, into
giving prayers.
this bin. Proceeds help the needy of the parish.
During
weekday
Masses,
all our prayers are brought
Your donations are put to good use for the needy.
before our Lord during the Eucharist.

