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Readings next weekend 17th Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C: Gen 18:20 -32, Col 2:12-14, Lk 11:1-13

Coping with our own Souls
We have many photographs of Therese of Lisieux. Her sister Celine loved using a camera and took
many photos of Therese, but there’s an interesting thing to note in those photos. The British
Carmelite Ruth Burrows once did a study of those photos and commented that in all of them,
Therese is always somehow alone, by herself, even when in a group photo.
Here’s the anomaly. Therese was a warm, friendly person with good social skills, who was loved by
many. Yet in almost all the photographs of her, even when she is pictured together with family
members whom she loved deeply, there is always a certain loneliness, an aloneness, that’s evident.
However, the loneliness she exhibits there is not the aloneness of someone at odds with family and
community, but a certain distance of soul, something that might be termed moral loneliness. What
is this? Can our souls be lonely even while we are bathed in friendship, love, and family?
Yes, that’s true for all of us, was true for Therese of Lisieux, and was true for Jesus.
Looking at the Gospel narratives that describe Jesus’ passion and death, we see that what they
emphasize in not Jesus’ physical suffering. While those sufferings must have been horrific, the
gospels never dwell on them. What they highlight is Jesus’ emotional suffering, his aloneness, his
loneliness of soul as he endured his suffering and death. They point out how, in his neediest hour,
while alone, abandoned, betrayed, misunderstood, humiliated, and in effect unanimity-minus-one,
he was suffering more in soul than in body.
Luke’s Gospel tells us that his agony took place in a garden. This too is revealing. Jesus had agonies
elsewhere, in the temple, in the desert, and in his hometown, but his most searing one took place in
a garden. Why a garden? As we know, in archetypal literature, gardens are not for growing
vegetables, but for delight. The archetypal garden is the mythical place of delight, where lovers
meet, where friends drink wine together, and where Adam and Eve were naked, innocent, and didn’t
know it. The Jesus who sweats blood in the garden of Gethsemane is not Jesus the Teacher, Jesus
the Magus, Jesus the Healer, or Jesus the Miracle-worker. In the garden, he is Jesus the Lover, the
one who delights in love and who suffers in love – and it’s to this garden of suffering, intimacy, and
delight to which he calls us.
The gospels emphasize that what Jesus suffered most deeply in his crucifixion was not the pain of
being scourged and having nails driven through his hands, but a deep loneliness of soul that dwarfs
even the most intense physical pain. Jesus wasn’t a physical athlete, but a moral one, doing battle in
the arena with soul.
What’s moral loneliness?
I first encountered this term in the writings of Robert Coles, who used it to describe Simone Weil.
What it suggests is that inside each of us there’s a deep place, a virginal center, where all that’s
tender, sacred, cherished, and precious is held and guarded. It’s there that we are most genuinely
ourselves, most genuinely sincere, most genuinely innocent. It’s where we unconsciously remember
that once, long before consciousness, we were caressed by hands far gentler than our own. It’s
where we still sense the primordial kiss of God.
In this place, more than any other, we fear harshness, disrespect, being shamed, ridiculed, violated,
lied to. In this place we are deeply vulnerable and so we are scrupulously careful as to whom we
admit into this space, even as our deepest longing is precisely for someone to share that place with
us. More than we yearn for someone to sleep with sexually, we yearn for someone to sleep with
there, morally, a soulmate. Our deepest yearning is for moral consummation.
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But this isn’t easy to find. Rare is the perfect moral partner, even inside of a good marriage or
friendship. And so we perennially face a double temptation: Resolve the tension by settling for
certain compensations, tonics, that help us make it through the night or, perhaps worse, because
the pain is too much to live with, giving ourselves over to bitterness, anger, and cynicism, thus
denigrating the great dream. Either way, we sell ourselves short and settle for second best.
What’s to be learned from Jesus’ struggle with moral loneliness? This: he refused both the road of
compensatory tonics and that of soul-hardening cynicism. He stayed the course and carried the
tension to term.
Our own moral loneliness can be tyrannical. However, that’s not a license or invitation to begin
jettisoning commitments, responsibilities, morals, and whatever else it takes to try to find that
elusive soulmate for whom we yearn so deeply. What Jesus (and persons like Therese of Lisieux
and Simone Weil) model is how to carry that tension ideally, how to carry our solitude at a high
level, and how to resist, no matter the pain, calling second-best by any other name than secondbest.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
Your new set of Envelopes are available for collection this weekend. They commence 1st weekend in
August.
We ask you to please take the time to consider giving into the Parish Collection via Direct Debit (this is
money taken from your savings account each week, fortnight or month, which ever you prefer) or via
Credit Card (this is taken from your Credit Card Account each week, fortnight or month, which ever
you prefer). To have this done we need you to fill out a form which can be downloaded from our
webpage or phone or email Denise and one can be sent to you via email or post. You must fill out
your details and then this information is given to our bank to act on.
Please, as we are an Oblate Parish, we ask that you avoid using the Archdiocesan App. This app is not
free for us to have as a form of giving. The Parish is actually charged by the Archdiocese for this
service.

Ordination and Thanksgiving Mass
For our parishioners who are unable to attend due to various reasons, but want to celebrate and
participate in the ordination ceremony, we will be livestreaming via the links below.
Direct link to Josh’s Ordination Friday evening is https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBg7O9e1Q-o
Link for the Thanksgiving Mass Saturday 23rd at 10am is : www.stdavidsttg.org.au

— go to YouTube

DIARY DATES
St Vincent de Paul Regional Meeting: Tuesday 19th July at 7pm in Foyer
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 21st July at 11am
Ordination of Joshua Nash: Friday 22nd July at 7pm
Mass of Thanksgiving: Saturday 23rd July at 10am. NO 9.15am Mass on this Saturday.
Finance Meeting: Tuesday 26th July at 7.30pm.
ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Worldwide Marriage Encounter invites couples, priests and
Religious for a virtual marriage encounter weekend to
enrich and revitalise your sacrament of service. It allows
you to grow in your relationship with your spouse or
community.
Details:
WHAT: Virtual weekend via Zoom
WHEN: August 19 - August 21 2022
TIME: commencing at 7pm Friday and concluding at 4pm
Sunday
Booking – visit us: https://www.wwme.org.au. For all
enquiries contact Julie & Zyg Staszyc M: 0437 388 513 or
Thomas & Maria M: 0470 121 085. Email:
sabookings@wwme.org.au or wwmecentral@gmail.com.
Music In The Liturgy – Office For Worship
The Office for Worship will be hosting a course for all
music ministers and choir leaders in the diocese next
month. ‘Music in the Liturgy’ will help participants
understand some of the history of liturgical music and learn
appropriate ways to select music for preparation of Catholic
Masses and other liturgical celebrations. It will be held on
Thursday evenings, starting August 18, in the Cathedral
Hall. See the flyer for more details or register here. Contact
the Office for Worship on 8210 8130 or
worship@adelaide.catholic.org.au for more details.

Dear Parish Families,
Saint David’s Parish School is a Catholic School
in the Josephite Tradition catering for students
from Reception to Year 6 in a co-educational
setting.
We are currently finalising Reception
enrolments for 2023 and accepting enrolments
for 2024. We also offer a mid-year intake for
those children who turn five between 1 May
and 31 October. We welcome all applications
for enrolment from families and friends within
the Tea Tree Gully Parish.
Please contact the school office on 8360 6300
or visit www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/
enrolments to download an Application for
Enrolment, book a School Tour or find out
about our popular Playgroup sessions
(9.00am-10.30am every Tuesday).

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Rice, Tea Bags, Sugar, Spreads, Pasta

During recent months, the St. Vincent de Paul Warehouse has received large amounts of generously
donated clothing and food goods from various sources, including schools and retailers.
To minimise the delay getting food to the needy, a few of our TTG volunteers have once again helped
sort through many stillages of canned food. Similar cans of food were packed into small boxes, ready for
collection by Vinnies Conferences throughout our state.
If you would also like to join our enthusiastic group, please contact our president Ruth, on 0414 379 386.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 16 July

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 16: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
5.30pm - Ester Cal -RIP
Sunday 17: 7.00am - Gjon’s family health and safety
9.00am 10.30am Monday 18: 9.15am - Vince De Robertus -RIP
Tuesday 19: 9.15am Wednesday 20: 9.15am Thursday 21: 9.15am - Anthony Tonna -RIP
Friday 22: 9.15am - Book of Prayer Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan,
Ron & Clare Cashin

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Teresa West, Freed Murrell, Clarrie Hayes, Daniel Iasiello, Marta
Subotkiewicz, Vincent De Robertus, Michael Nolan, Barbara Cracknell,
Hanorah Stephens, Edna Bennett, James Doyle

Baptisms: 17th July
Matilda Rae & Charlie Flynn Bellamy, children of Robert
& Ashleigh

Cleaners Roster: 20-22 July - Group 1
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for July - J Valente
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –24/7- Group 3

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to attend
Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 2022,
Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page.
Classes are held Thursdays 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the Gerard Room with a qualified
teacher and
Fr James.
Commencement date to be advised. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year.
Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office.

