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Making a Recessive Journey

In a particularly poignant passage in her poem, The Leaf and the Cloud, Mary Oliver pictures herself
standing at the gravesite of her mother and father, reflecting on their lives. They were far from perfect and
she doesn’t sugarcoat their faults. She openly names her mother’s heaviness of soul and her father’s
immature faith. She knows that many of her own struggles have roots there. However, she isn’t visiting
their graves to lay blame on them. She’s there to kiss them an honest goodbye, at peace finally with both
their less-than-perfect lives and their influence on her. She thanks them for everything, the good and the
bad, wishes them well in the deep earth, and then says, “But I will not give them the kiss of complicity. I
will not give them the responsibility for my life.”
All of us might do well to make this kind of recessive journey in terms of revisiting our early religious
training. An interesting gravesite. Unfortunately, many of us don’t ever tarry there long enough to truly
sort out what blessed us and what wounded us when some very fallible human agents introduced God to
us. Today it is common (almost fashionable) for people to look back only negatively on their early
religious training. Indeed many speak of being “in recovery” from it and often blame every kind of
unhappiness and neurosis in their lives on their early religious training.
No doubt, some of this is valid, early religious training does leave a permanent mark on us. However, we
owe it to ourselves, our parents, our early teachers, and to honesty to sort out the positives and negatives
of our early religious background and, like Mary Oliver, make peace with it, even if we cannot give it the
kiss of complicity.
What’s my own story? For me, awakening to consciousness and awakening to God and church were
inextricably linked. The Roman Catholicism of the time was the air I breathed as a child and this was
Roman Catholicism prior to Vatican II, a Catholicism replete with both positives and negatives. The
spirituality of my childhood was one of absolute truths, of non-negotiable rules, of strong demands, of
tribalism, and of narrow inclusivity. We, and we alone were the one true faith. Moreover, all of this was
underwritten by a God who kept a scrupulous watch on your every action, didn’t easily give you
permission to make a mistake, held the sixth commandment above all others, used shame as a weapon, and
was frowning a lot of the time.
But, that was far from all of it. There was a whole other side. The family, community, and church that
christened me had communal bonds that most communities today can only envy. You truly were part of a
body, a family, and a community that incarnated a sense of transcendence that made faith something
natural, and community part of your very identity. You knew you were a child of God and you knew too
that you were a moral creature with real responsibilities to others and to God. You knew your eternal
significance, your essential dignity, and the moral responsibility that came with that and you couldn’t
exempt yourself from it.
What all of this did was ground you existentially in a very fundamental, non-negotiable human, moral, and
religious truth, namely, that your life was not simply your own to do with whatever you wished. You
knew in a way that you could not ignore, except by way of infidelity, that you were constitutively social,
interdependent, ecclesial, and that God put you on this earth not just to make a good life for yourself. You
had a vocation, a certain duty to serve, and God, family, community, and church could ask you to give
your life over. Today, I see this particular brand on my soul as one of the most precious of all gifts that I
received from the spirituality of my childhood. Whatever demons came along with that were worth it.
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Besides demons can be cast out and most of those buried inside the catechesis of my childhood have
slowly been exorcised through the years. What did it? Lots of things: years of studying and teaching
theology, reading good literature, having good spiritual directors, seeing a robust and joyous health in
women and men of faith, persevering in my own dogged (and far-from-perfect) attempt to be faithful to
prayer, the Eucharist, and church community through seven decades, and, not least, the grace of God.
Today I look back on my early religious training in a way wherein the negatives are eclipsed by the
positives. I am thankful for it all, even its initial rigidity, timidity, tribalism, fearfulness, and false fears of
God, because something inside all of that grounded me and taught me what is ultimately important. Indeed,
rigidity, timidity, tribalism, and excess caution aren’t a bad place to start from because after they loosen
their grip, you are free for the rest of your life. No small gift!
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

ROSTERS
Rosters for Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, commentators and musicians, will be renewed over the next
3 weeks. If you wish to become a minister for one of the Masses at St David’s Church, please contact
the Parish Office.
These new rosters commence September and go through until end of November. If you are currently
rostered and know that you will be unavailable between these dates, please advise Denise so that
your name can be left off over these weeks. New rosters will be emailed next week.
PARSH PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
The Parish Pastoral Council's August meeting was held last week. Discussion covered updates to the
many maintenance projects to be completed around St David's Church, as well as initial discussion on
upgrading the kitchen and foyer area.
The PPC continues to be positive about engaging with the schools within the Parish and hopes to grow
the existing connection between the Parish and the schools.
The Feast of Christ the King on 20 November will be a celebration for the whole Parish and planning is
under way for the day! More details to come.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Tea Bags, Tinned Garden Peas
Vincentian Spirituality
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5.3)
The Spiritual Mission of the Society is to continue the Mission of Jesus Christ. The Society sees in the life of
Jesus, compassion, love, simplicity, integrity, understanding, gentleness and concern for people, most especially
those who are disadvantaged, marginalised and excluded by our community. We respond to this call from Jesus
by loving one another, by showing care and concern, and by giving priority to those in need. The spirituality of
the Society calls for both prayer and action.
The Society is aware of the many and differing beliefs of its members, staff and volunteers and rejoices in its
diversity. While the Society has spiritual roots in Catholicism, we realise we all have a duty to alleviate the
poverty and suffering of our less fortunate brothers and sisters. This is not peculiar to any creed or belief as we
are all valued members of the Vincentian family. President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference

DIARY DATES
Feast of the Assumption: Monday 15th August, Mass at 9.15am and 7pm at St David’s
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 18th August at 11am
Oblate Annual Retreat: Being held in Melbourne from 21st August through to Friday 26th August.
Please keep our Oblates in your daily prayers whilst they are on their annual retreat.
NO MORNING MASS FROM MONDAY 22ND AUGUST THROUGH TO SATURDAY 27TH AUGUST.
Mon—Sat there will be Liturgy with Communion at 9.15am
20th November, Christ the King: Keep this date free for an event after the 10.30am Mass. More information to
follow from PPC

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY - Monday 15th August
The Feast of the Assumption is one of the most important feast days
of the year and a Holy Day of Obligation
Mass will be held at St David's Church and 9.15am and 7.00pm
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, which the Church celebrates every year on
August 15. Simply put, the dogma of the Assumption states that at
the end of her life, the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken, body and soul,
into Heaven.

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to
attend Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
2022, Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page and return to the office before the commencement date.
Commencement date: Thursday 15th September from 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the
Gerard Room with a qualified teacher. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year. Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. 8264 4694
THANK YOU
On behalf of the Oblate Fathers and parishioners, I wish to thank Jan and Alf Coolen for the
donation of a ‘Marian Chasuble’ which the officiating priest will wear on the feast days for Mary.
Your kind donation is very much appreciated.
Celebrating St Mary of the Cross was be celebrated on Friday 12 August when the whole school gathered for Mass
with St David’s Parishioners in the Church at 9:15am. Families were invited to join this Mass celebration. After first
break on Friday students then enjoyed a sausage sizzle lunch. The Fete that the Year 5 and 6 students had planned
and prepared, then began Please note the Fete was a student-only event during school time.
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 13 August

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 13: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
5.30pm - John Crawford -RIP
Sunday 14: 7.00am 9.00am - Mavis Cunningham - RIP
10.30am - Michael Pritchard -RIP
Monday 15: 9.15am - FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION & 7PM
Tuesday 16: 9.15am - Hazel Howard -RIP
Wednesday 17: 9.15am - Janina Pawliszewski -RIP
Thursday 18: 9.15am Friday 19: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford,
Kate Hampton

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin
emailed to you, please send your email id to the
parish to have your name added to the list.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Joan Cini, Henry Lyons, Jim O’Brien, Bernard Sheedy, Giovanni Garreffa,
Elizabeth Hiosan, Hazel Howard, Nora Young, Henry Banks, Agnes Walker,
Charles Carvana, Linus McAuliffe, Geno Bendo, William Noonan, William
Sloan, Mrs Clancy, Mrs Giles, Mrs McBain, Thomas Grubits

Cleaners Roster: 17-19 August - Group 5
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for August - J Bament
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –21/8- Group 2

Baptisms: 14th August
Hailey Rose Everard, daughter of Daniel & Donna

Morning Tea Hosts: 21/8 F & C Seychell

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

SIGNIFICANT ANNIVERSARY
If you or someone you know is celebrating a significant anniversary this year, we invite you to let the
Parish Office know of their details so they can be acknowledged at the Anniversaries Mass on Sunday 18
September 2022 to be held in our Parish at the 10.30am Mass.
Names and details need to be given to the parish by the end of August, to allow time for the Archdiocese
to acknowledge with a certificate.
Salisbury Catholic Parish celebrates 50 years since the opening of St Augustine’s church this year!
You are invited to join us on Saturday 27th August 2022 for a Jubilee Mass at 10:30am in St Augustine’s Church
23 Commercial Road, Salisbury followed by a shared lunch in the Family Centre next to the church
All are welcome!
Please bring a plate of food to share (This can be left with our volunteers in the Family Centre prior to Mass)
For your health, masks are recommended to be worn during the Mass

