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2nd Sunday of Lent - Year C
Readings next weekend 3rd SUNDAY OF LENT Yr C: Ex 3:1 -8. 13-15, 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12, Lk 13:1-9

OUR BEST FAREWELL GIFT
In his farewell speech in John’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that he is going away but that he will leave us a
parting gift, the gift of his peace, and that we will experience this gift in the spirit he leaves behind.
How does this work? How do we leave peace and a spirit behind us as we go?

This is not something abstract, but something we experience (perhaps only unconsciously) all the
time in all our relationships. It works this way. Each of us brings a certain energy into every
relationship we have, and when we walk into a room, that energy in some way affects what everyone
else in the room is feeling. Moreover, it will stay with them after we leave. We leave a spirit behind
us.
For example, if I enter a room and my person and presence radiate positive energy: trust, stability,
gratitude, concern for others, joy in living, wit, and humor, that energy will affect everyone in the
room and will remain with them after I have left the room, as the spirit that I leave behind.
Conversely, even though my words might try to say the contrary, if my person and presence radiate
negative energy: anger, jealousy, bitterness, lying, or chaos, everyone will sense that, and that
negative energy will remain with them after I leave, coloring everything I have left behind.
Sigmund Freud once suggested that we understand things the clearest when we see them broken,
and that is true here. We see this writ large, for instance, in the case of how a long-term alcoholic
parent affects his children. Despite trying not to do so, he will invariably bring a certain instability,
distrust, and chaos into his family, and it will stay there after he is gone, as the spirit he leaves
behind, short-term and long-term. His person and his presence will trigger a feeling of distrust and
chaos, and the memory of him will do the same.
The same is true in reverse vis-à-vis those who bring positive energy, stability and trust, into a room.
Unfortunately, often at the time, we do not sense the real gift that these persons bring and what that
gift does for us. Mostly it is felt as an unspoken energy, not consciously perceived, and only later in
our lives (often long after the persons who did that for us are gone) do we recognize and consciously
appreciate what their presence did for us. This is true for me when I think back on the safety and
stability of the home that my parents provided for me. As child, I sometimes longed for more exciting
parents and naively felt safety and stability more as boredom than as a gift. Years later, long after I
had left home and learned from others how starved they were as kids for safety and stability, I
recognized the great gift my parents had given me. Whatever their human shortcomings, they
provided my siblings and me with a stable and safe place within which to grow up. They died while
we were still young, but they left us the gift of peace. I suspect the same is true for many of you.
This dynamic (wherein we bring either stability or chaos into a room) is something which daily colors
every relationship we have, and is particularly true regarding the spirit we will leave behind us when
we die. Death clarifies things, washes things clean, especially regarding how we are remembered and
how our legacy affects our loved ones. When someone close to us dies, our relationship to him or
her will eventually wash clean and we will know exactly the gift or burden that he or she was in our
lives. It may take some time, perhaps months, perhaps years, but we will eventually receive the spirit
he or she left behind with clarity and know it as gift or burden.
And so, we need to take seriously the fact that our lives belong not just to us but also to
others. Likewise, our deaths do not belong only to us, but also to our families, our loved ones, and
the world. We are meant to give both our lives and our deaths to others as gift. If this is true, then
our dying is something that will impart either a gift or a burden to those who know us.

Continued inside page

Continued from front page

To paraphrase Henri Nouwen, if we die with guilt, shame, anger, or bitterness, all of that becomes
part of the spirit we leave behind, binding and burdening the lives of our family and friends.
Conversely, our dying can be our final gift to them. If we die without anger, reconciled, thankful for
those around us, at peace with things, without recrimination and making others feel guilty, our going
away will be a sadness but not a binding and a burdening. Then the spirit we leave behind, our real
legacy, will continue to nourish others with the same warm energy we used to bring into a room.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

New Planned Giving Envelopes - Envelopes are available from the foyer this weekend.
If you wish to join the Parish Planned Giving either by using weekly envelopes, Direct Giving or Credit
Card giving, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. Due to COVID and many parishioners no longer
coming to church, but the church still has running costs and maintenance to take care of, so please
consider Direct Giving or joining our Planned Giving Envelopes.
If your set of envelopes are not there please write your name on the sheet provided and Denise will
place them in the box the following week.
On behalf of Archbishop Patrick O’Regan,
I would like to communicate further information to you that as of 12:01am Saturday,
12th March 2022. The changes include:
•

Churches may return to full capacity.

•

Places of Worship are included in the list of Defined Public Activities, therefore
QR codes or sign-ins ARE STILL REQUIRED.

•

Masks are still mandatory.

Our schools have been asked to collect bread tags to support a fundraiser to fund wheelchairs in
South Africa . (you may of heard this on the radio) It’s a very simple way to get our students/ Parish
families to help others in need. These are recycled in Robe, SA .
Start collecting your bread tags and take them to St David’s church or the Chapel at our OLOH and
place into a container in the foyer. If you need more information visit this website:
www.ozbreadtagsforwheelchairs.org.au

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements:

Tinned Soup, Rice, Baked Beans, Tuna, Tinned Meat & Veg

Vinnies has opened a new assistance centre at Pooraka and is seeking volunteers on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00am to 2:00pm to provide support to Vinnies' companions in
need.
Vinnies conference members are most welcome to volunteer to assist at the Hub.
Interested parishioners are also invited to participate in providing assistance at the new Pooraka Hub
and would be provided with training and support.
Further information can be obtained from myself or our Northern Regional President, Neil Dwiar either
by email
ndwiar@svdpsa.org.au or mobile 0402 345 493.
Ruth Davey, President TTG Conference - contact via parish office

DIARY DATES
Stations of the Cross: Each Friday evening during Lent at 7pm at St David’s Church.

Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 17th March at 11am
Funeral Mass for Tony Callus - Thursday 17th March at 1.30pm
Funeral Service for Malcolm Read - Friday 18th March at 11am Livestream https://youtu.be/lO8qXiyQRWM
Dear sisters and brothers,
Re: Emergency Flood Appeals
Grace and peace, I hope this note finds you well.
In recent weeks, heavy rain has submerged some part of New South Wales and Queensland affecting many people and
families. You may personally know people who have been affected.

The Appeals available are:
1. The Diocese of Lismore have launched its 2022 Flood Appeal for people who would like to donate in support of Northern
NSW. Details can be found here:
Catholic Diocese of Lismore (lismorediocese.org)
2. The St Vincent de Paul Society has launched Emergency Flood Appeals for those affected so they can begin to assist with
immediate needs. Details of this Appeal can be found here:
Flood appeal - St Vincent de Paul Society - Good Works (vinnies.org.au)
I ask that you inform your communities of these Appeals.
Further to this, it could be a opportune time to inform and educate people around the affects of climate change and the
importance of an integral ecology.
We continue to offer our prayers and support for those affected by this situation.
In Domino,

+Pat O’Regan
Archbishop of Adelaide
PROJECT COMPASSION
Caritas Australia Ukraine Appeal
The war in Ukraine is an escalating
humanitarian crisis. In a matter of
days, over a million people have been
forced from their homes and at least
400 civilians have lost their lives.
Many are seeking refuge in Poland
and surrounding countries. Longstanding partner, Caritas Ukraine, is
on the ground, supporting people in
need during this humanitarian crisis. Your urgent
support today will help provide critical assistance
including emergency shelter, food, clean water,
transportation services and psychological support to
people affected by this crisis. Donate today at
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine or call 1800 024 413 toll
free.
You can donate through Project Compassion donation
boxes and envelopes available from the foyer, by
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

https://demazenodfamily.com.au/lenten-resource-2022/

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily

Weekday Mass times: Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office

Mass Intentions for week commencing 12 March

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 12: 9.15 am - Jan & Anna Slota -RIP
5.30pm - Julia Ashcroft -RIP
Sunday 13: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - Peter Jordan -RIP
Monday 14: 9.15am - NO MASS - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 15: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
Wednesday 16: 9.15am - Mary Harper -RIP
Thursday 17: 9015am - Janina Pawliszewski -RIP
Friday 18: 9.15am -

Malcolm & Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams,
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew, Michelle
Furlan, Sergio Castaldi, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman

Cleaners Roster: 15-17 March - Group 3
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Ray Shanks, John Dowling, Rachel English, Edith McClennan,
John Hall, Ralph Quirk, Melville Jonas, Fiora Doray, John Carty,
Mary Fitzpatrick, Dan Davies, Edgar Green, Evalyn Milford,
Jacoba & Petrer Kop, Maria Caruana, Betty Parker, Nicola Gaudia,
Nicola Subotkiewicz, Charles Combo, Ivy Williams, Margaret Giles

Linen for March - T Knight
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –20/3 - Group 5
R.I.P.
Malcolm Read passed away
Monday 7th March. Our deepest
sympathy to Trish, family members and
friends.
Malcolm’s Funeral Service only will be
held at St David’s Church on Friday
18th March at 11am.

The funeral Service for Malcolm Read will be livestreamed on our webpage.
You can watch this Service by going to:
https://youtu.be/lO8qXiyQRWM
Trish , David, Mandi, Sarah and their families wish to
thank the parishioners for all the prayers and support
given during Malcolm’s illness. Special thanks to Fr
James for all the visits and support and to parishioners
for the condolences and prayers since Malcolm’s
passing. Thank you

R . I . P . Tony Callus. Passed away
Thursday 10th March. Our deepest
sympathy to his family and friends. Tony’s
Funeral Mass will be held at St David’s
Church on Thursday 17th March at 1.30pm
Funeral Mass will be live streamed. Watch
on our YouTube channel: https://youtu.be/psLdxhybgRU

Thank you
From myself and my family, I wish to thank the
parishioners for their prayers and support on the
recent death of my husband, John. It filled me
with such happiness to have my community
support me. Wendy Erickson.
Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe

policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan
Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

