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TRINITY SUNDAY - Year C
Readings next weekend Body & Blood of Christ Yr C: Gen 14:18 -20, 1 Cor 11:23-26, Lk 9:11-17

GOD’S SENSE OF HUMOUR
If we genuinely trust scripture, our own experience, and our own sanity, we can only conclude that God
has a sense of humour, and a robust and sneaky one at that. Where’s the evidence?
A generation ago, Peter Berger wrote a remarkable little book entitled, A Rumor of Angels. Unlike
Aquinas, Anselm, Descartes, and a number of renowned philosophers, he didn’t try to “prove” the
existence of God through logic and argumentation. Rather, he simply examined a number of very
ordinary human experiences and pointed to what’s hidden inside and behind the walls of those
experiences. For instance, when a mother soothes and calms a frightened child at night, assuring the
child that there is nothing to fear, she does this in good faith only because at some deep level she intuits
that ultimately everything is all right. In effect, unconsciously, she is praying a Creed.
Now, one of the experiences Berger highlights is the experience of humour. Here’s his thesis: no matter
how oppressive and dire the circumstance, human beings always have the capacity to make light of it, to
view it through the prism of irony and humour. For example, martyrs have joked with their executioners
and, no doubt, there was some banter, sarcasm, irony, and bitter humour at times inside extermination
camps. The fact that people can do this, and do in fact do it, shows that there is always something
transcendent inside us, something over which no human oppression has power, something that sets us
above any situation within which we find ourselves. Our sense of irony and humour manifests that
something in our soul sets us above anything that can beset us.
And, this can have its source in only one place, inside of the Creator who made us. Thus, not only must
God have a sense of humour, but humour must also be something inherent within the nature of God,
since humour is good and God is the author of all that is good.
There’s a school of classical philosophy that believes God has four transcendental properties. God, it
teaches, is One, True, Good, and Beautiful – to this we can add, Humourous. Moreover, this can be
inferred from more than just the fact that sometimes we sense that humour manifests our
transcendence within a given situation. More importantly, we can infer that humour has some godliness
from examining the component parts of love. God is love, and humour is undeniably an important part
of love.
When the classical Greek philosophers defined love, they highlighted a number of components within it,
namely, erotic attraction, obsession, friendship, pragmatic arrangement, and altruism. However, they
also highlighted another component, playfulness/banter/humour. How insightful. Humour along with
healthy banter and playful teasing are part of the grease that enables us to sustain relationships long
term, despite the inevitable over-familiarity, hurt, disappointment, and boredom that beset even the
most loving relationships. Humour helps make it all work. Thus, since it is an innate part of love, it is an
innate part of God.

Sadly, we don’t often picture God that way. Christianity, Judaism, and Islam have this in common. We all
picture God as male, celibate, solemn – and humourless. How might we picture God differently?
If you were to draw up a composite face representing God, whose face would you include in this picture?
The pious face of the gentle, blond-haired Jesus with a lamb on his shoulder we see in our holy pictures?
Images of a serenely composed and quiet Mary that we see depicted in our statues of her? The face of
Mother Teresa? The face of Therese of Lisieux? The face of Dorothy Day? Of Martin Luther King? Of Oscar
Romero? Of Billy Graham? Of Henri Nouwen? Of Rachel Held Evans? The face of your mother or father?
Would you also include the face of your favourite comedian or favourite wit? Jerry Seinfeld? Bette Midler?
Rowan Atkinson? The mischievous face of your colourful uncle telling a joke?
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Any picture of God’s face needs to manifest an inner soul that is One, True, Good, Beautiful, but
also Humourous and Mischievous. Funny, while I believe that God is the author of humour, I’ve
never been enamored by the various artistic depictions of Jesus as laughing uproariously. Good
idea, good intention, good theology, but to my taste, lacking the right nuance. That kind of laughing
face has an ephemeral quality that too easily gives way to something else after it’s had its moment.
God’s face, I suspect, has a quieter, sneakier, more permanent mischievousness to it.
If this is true, if God not only has a sense of humour but is also the author of humour itself, then
humour is an important quality within sanctity and holiness. What makes for wholeness, maturity,
holiness, love, and for the kind of person you want beside you at the table, here and at the eternal
one in heaven? Certainly, you want someone who manifests the qualities that Jesus asked for in the
Sermon on the Mount – along with a warm, playful, and mischievous sense of humour.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

The De Mazenod Family team is wanting to hear about your "Moments of Grace". Times where
you might have felt a sense of God, a moment when you felt unexpected help in a difficult
situation, or a time of particular reassurance or closeness to God. Or a sunset, or a baby's first
smile, or a friend's hug that made you think of God's love. We would love to hear about it! In
sharing these moments with others, we give examples of the ways in which a mostly invisible and
intangible God, can become a little clearer, and a bit more accessible to us. These shared moments help us to
remember that, yes, God is present even when we don't always feel God's presence. We invite you to write a brief
account online https://forms.office.com/r/bqziEkDZ9Z or on paper/email and send to 649 Burke Road Camberwell
3124 or ncandappa@omi.com.au. Send it (anonymously or named) by 23 June 2022 and we will collate it into a
booklet, so we can help each other to grow in faith. Forms available from the foyer.

PILGRIMS OF HOPE IN COMMUNION
Gathering for South Australian communities from both Tea Tree Gully
and Dernancourt will take place at Dernancourt Parish on Saturday 2nd
July from 12 noon and concluding with Mass at 6.30pm at Dernancourt.
Registrations for the event is free and lunch and snacks will be provided
throughout the day. Please make sure you register to help with catering
by scanning the QR Code or visit www.demazenodfamily.com.

DIARY DATES
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 16th June at 11am
First Communion Masses: Saturday 18th June at 10am and 2pm
Meeting for cleaners of St David’s Church: A special meeting of all cleaners will
be held in the foyer of St David’s on Wednesday 22nd June at 10am. We need
to discuss teams and various cleaning duties required.
YO U R C H U R C H N E E D S Y O U R H E L P
Church Cleaners—meeting 22nd June at 10am
We need cleaners for cleaning the church for
1 hour every 5th week. Please consider becoming a cleaner.
Many cleaning jobs are needed each week. Contact Denise for
more information. New rosters are commence in July.
Washing of Linen used at Mass
Once a week the dirty linen used at each Mass is collected taken
home and washed. If you would like to be involved in this
ministry just one month per year, please contact Denise to have
your name placed onto the roster.
Counters needed for Sunday counting
If you can help with this ministry once every 5th week before
10.30am Mass, please contact Denise or Regina Cunningham.

FOYER OF ST DAVID’S CHURCH
Now that we have no COVID restrictions for numbers allowed in
the church, I would like to ask parishioners to sit inside the main
body of the church for all Masses.
The foyer can then be used for parents with small babies and
toddlers or if you like a ‘cry room’ . The main doors for the foyer
will be closed during the Mass allowing the congregation to pray
in silence without the distraction. Whilst we love to see the
children coming to church, parents can use the foyer if their child
is unhappy. Being in the foyer allows you to still be part of the
Mass and community. Thank you Fr James

Religious Education Classes
for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4
or above and have been Baptised Catholic,
are invited to attend Religious Education
Classes to commence their journey for the
Sacraments of Reconciliation,
Confirmation and First Communion.
Please enroll your child either by
contacting the Parish Office, collect a form
from the foyer of the church or download
the form from our Web Page.
Classes are held Thursdays 3.45pm until
5pm. All classes are held in the Gerard
Room with a qualified teacher and
Fr James.
Commencement date to be advised.
Children are asked to bring their pencil
cases with them to these classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children
will take place in term 4 of this year.
Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact
Denise at the Parish Office.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
The Pastoral Council has been productive over the last few months. In April, we confirmed our 'Vison, Mission, & Structure'
document, detailing how we function within the Parish. The Council also appointed Margaret as Secretary, Chris as Deputy
Chairperson, and reappointed Edward as Chairperson. These positions will be held for two years. You will also have noticed
council member photos located in the St David's Church foyer.
During the most recent meeting in June, the Council heard of the many maintenance projects to be completed at the Church.
We also discussed our path out of COVID as a Parish. The Council would like to see tea and coffee restarted after Sunday
Masses, while also considering future projects to celebrate our community.
Ideas, suggestions and thoughts are always welcome and can be discussed with council members personally, or emailed to the
Parish office.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 11 June

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 11: 9.15am - Pawliszewski & Slota families -RIP
5.30pm - Jeanne Lowe -RIP
Sunday 12: 7.00am - Mary Cullen -RIP
9.00am 10.30am - Joanne Phillips -RIP
Monday 13: 9.15am - Michael & family members -RIP
Tuesday 14: 9.15am Wednesday 15: 9.15am Thursday 16: 9.15am Friday 17: 9.15am - Janina Pawliszewski -RIP

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Vince Manuel

REMINDER
NO MORNING MASS NEXT SATURDAY 18TH JUNE
We have First Communion Masses at 10am and 2pm
Parishioners are most welcome to attend.
These Masses are not a replacement for weekend Masses.
Holy Father’s Appeal -Peter’s Pence June 12, 2022
Today is the Peter’s Pence Collection, a worldwide collection that
supports the charitable works of Pope Francis. Funds from this
collection help victims of war, oppression, and natural disasters.
Take this opportunity to join with Pope Francis and be a witness
of charity to our suffering brothers and sisters, thank you. A final
collection will take place at all Masses after Communion.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Jeanne Lowe. Mary Cullen, Martin Halleren, Josef & Emil
Henneberger, Claire Dunkley, Barbara Griffin, Mary O’Brien, John
Tilbrook, Mamie Gillard, Brian Humble, Kathleen Challen, Joanne
Phillips, Ian Lawson, Wendy Nahme, Gaston Battisti, Patricia
Hearn, Joseph Gouldsbury, John Adams, Dick Carty, Janina
Pawliszewski, Fr Michael Clarke OMI,

Cleaners Roster: 15-17 June - Group 1`
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for June - A McGuiness
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –19/6- Group 3

R . I . P . Kathleen Jackson. 10 June 2022
Sympathy to all family and friends.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Long Life Milk, Tuna, Spreads, Pasta Sauce, T Bags
A short quote from the Manual of the St Vincent de Paul Society expresses feeling for our companions, “The concept of the
Vincentian family embraces both those who help and those who are helped, and leads to a sharing of the affection we give
our own family with those we help.”
Ruth Davey President

