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24th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C– Safeguarding Sunday
Readings next weekend 25th Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C: Am 8:4 -7, 1 Tm 2:1-8, Lk 16:1-13

A Biblical Formula for Forgiveness

Nothing is as important as forgiveness. It is the key to happiness and the most important spiritual
imperative in our lives. We need to forgive, to make peace with the hurts and injustices we have suffered
so as not to die angry and bitter. Before we die, we need to forgive – others, ourselves, and God, for what
happened to us in this life.
But, that isn’t easy to do; indeed, sometimes it is impossible to do. That needs to be said because today
there is a lot of well-intended literature around, in every kind of circle, which gives the impression that
forgiveness is simply a question of willing it and moving on. Let it go and move on!
It doesn’t work that way, as we all know. Wounds to the soul take time, a long time, to heal, and the
process is excruciatingly slow, something that cannot be rushed. Indeed, the trauma from an emotional
wound often affects our physical health. Healing takes time.
In looking at the question of healing and forgiveness, we can get a long-neglected, valuable insight from
the Jewish and Christian spirituality of the Sabbath. Keeping the Sabbath holy isn’t just about honouring a
certain day of the week; it’s also a formula for forgiveness. Here’s how it works.
The theology and spirituality of Sabbath teach us that God created the world in six days and then rested on
the seventh day, the Sabbath. Moreover, not only did God rest on the Sabbath, God declared this a day of
rest for everyone forever, and with that God set up a certain rhythm for our lives. That rhythm is supposed
to work this way:
• We work for six days, then rest for one day.
• We work for seven times seven years, forty-nine years, then have a jubilee where the world itself goes
on sabbatical.
• We work for seven years, then rest for one year (a sabbatical).
We work for a lifetime, then enjoy an eternity of sabbatical.
Now, that rhythm is also intended as the rhythm for how we move towards forgiveness:
• We can hold a mini-grudge of seven days, but then we need to give it up.
• We can hold a major grudge for seven years, but then we need to give it up. (The “statute of
limitations” is based on this.)
• We can hold a massive soul-searing wound for forty-nine years, but then we need to give it up.
We can hold a massive soul-shattering wound until our deathbed, but then we need to give it up.
This highlights something which is too often absent in therapeutic and spiritual circles today, namely, that
we need time to be able to forgive, and that the length of time needed is contingent upon the depth of the
hurt. Thus, for example:
• When we are slighted by a colleague at a meeting, we need a little time to sulk about that injustice, but
normally a few days can help put it into perspective and enable us to let it go.
• When we are coldly terminated at a job by an unfair employer, seven days or seven weeks will often
not be enough time for us to put this into a larger perspective, to let it go, and to forgive. Seven years is a
more realistic timeframe. (Note that the “statute of limitations” vis-a-vis this biblical insight.)
• There are traumas we suffer which leave far deeper wounds than those left by an unfair employer who
treated us unfairly. There are wounds we suffer from abuse, neglect, and years of injustice that need more
than seven years to process. It may take forty-nine years, half a century, to make peace with the fact that
we were bullied as children or were emotionally or sexually abused in our youth.
• There are wounds so deep and traumatic that it is only on our deathbeds that we can make peace with
the fact that they happened to us, let them go, and forgive the person or persons responsible for them.
Finally, there can be wounds that are too deep, too disempowering, and too painful to ever process in this
life. For them, thankfully we have the merciful healing embrace of God after death.
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The ability to forgive is more contingent upon grace than upon willpower. To err is human, but to forgive
is divine. This little slogan contains a deeper truth than is immediately evident. What makes forgiveness
so difficult, existentially impossible at times, is not primarily that our egos are bruised and wounded.
Rather, the real difficulty is that a wound to the soul works the same as a wound to the body; it strips us of
our strength.
This is particularly true for those soul-searing and soul-shattering traumas that take forty-nine years or a
lifetime to heal, or sometimes can never be healed in this lifetime. Wounds of this kind radically
disempower us, particularly towards the person who did this to us, making it very difficult for us to
forgive. We need a spirituality of Sabbath to help us.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

Safeguarding Sunday provides us with an opportunity to celebrate the presence of children and young people in
our Archdiocese and parishes, as we continue to encourage our community to be a safe environment for all.
Children that come to mass on Safeguarding Sunday will be gifted a fridge magnet with an image of a colourful
cross containing a message to young people from Pope Francis encouraging them to “make your voices heard!”
To hear the voices of our children and young people in the Church, they will be invited to provide feedback.
Children (7 -12 years of age) can complete an activity booklet and young people (13 – 18 years of age) can
complete a short online survey accessed via a QR code. Leaders who run activities/groups for children will also be
invited to participate in an online survey to provide feedback on how they are encouraging children and young
people to have a voice and say in their parishes and communities. Receiving this feedback will assist to inform and
implement safeguarding initiatives throughout the Catholic Archdiocese of Adelaide.

SEPTEMBER IS CATHOLIC CHARITIES MONTH
Envelopes available from the foyers during September. Please give what you can during the month. You
need to use the envelopes to receive receipts.
There will be a ‘special collection’ Sunday 25th September, Migrant and Refugee Sunday.

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Rice, Long Life Milk, Tuna, Spreads, Cereal
"Ethos of the St Vincent de Paul Society in Australia"
By offering and using our gifts and skills, and in the privilege of serving those in need, we
also work toward the elimination of disadvantage with the aim of long term improvement
within our community.
"Yours must be a work of love, of kindness: you must give your time, your talents,
yourselves. The poor person is a unique person of God's fashioning with an inalienable
right to respect. You must not be content with tiding over the poverty crisis: You must
study their condition and the injustices which brought about such poverty, with the aim
of a long term improvement."
(Blessed Frederic Ozanam)President . Ruth Davey TTG Conference

Our Parish is a Child Safe Organisation: To find out more about our child safe policies and procedures please contact the Parish Office or the Archdiocesan Child Protection Unit on 8210 8159

DIARY DATES
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 15th September at 11am
20th November, Christ the King: Keep this date free for an event after the 10.30am Mass. More
information to follow from PPC

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to
attend Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation,
2022, Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page and return to the office. Class needs to have at least 4 students.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year. Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office. 8264 4694
St. David’s Prayer Group.
(Vol. 2 can be found on the small
Altar in foyer).
In this book you are able to write
your private petition and thanksgiving prayers.
During weekday Masses, all our prayers are brought
before our Lord during the Eucharist.

Recycling Bin at side of church, Vizard
Rd side. Please do not use the normal
bins in the back porch area.
Please place your bottles, cans, fruit box,
and any tetra packs under one litre, into
this bin. Proceeds help the needy of the parish.
Your donations are put to good use for the needy.

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS
Season Of Creation 2022 – September 1 – October 4 – Everyone is invited to get involved!
The Season of Creation is the Church’s annual celebration of God’s creation of the universe and the Church’s
commitment to protecting Earth, its peoples and creatures. The theme this year is Listen to the Voice of Creation. On
Sunday September 18, Archbishop Patrick O’Regan will launch the Laudato Si’ Action Platform with a Pilgrimage to
Country, beginning at Mary MacKillop Plaza at 2pm and walking to Pakapakanthi/Victoria Park wetlands.
Diocese of Broome - Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service
The Diocese of Broome, WA, urgently requires volunteers to assist in working with the local Church in various Aboriginal
communities. There is a variety of important voluntary tasks in administration, building and vehicle maintenance, gardening,
hospitality, general cleaning etc. Placements are preferred for a period of six months plus. In return for being part of the team, we
offer accommodation, living expenses and a small weekly allowance. For further details, and an application form, please contact:
Volunteer Coordinator, Janet Ryan: P: 08 9192 1060 or E: volunteers@broomediocese.org, Web: www.broomediocese.org, Mail:
PO Box 76, Broome WA 6725.

Migrant and Refugee Sunday (108 th World Day of Migrants and Refugees)
Pope Francis invites us to grow together as the human family by promoting the cultural and spiritual contribution
of migrants and refugees to our communities. You are also invited to participate in the Migrant and Refugee
Sunday – Multicultural Mass in St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral on Sunday September 25 at 2.30pm.
Catholic Tennis Centenary
The SA Catholic Tennis Association will commemorate its centenary with an afternoon tea at its headquarters,
Military Road, West Beach on Sunday October 23 from 2pm to 5pm. Tea will be provided and drinks are available
for purchase. Past players, office bearers and their families are cordially invited to this milestone event. Please
register your interest via E: westbeachtennisclub@gmail.com or by contacting Peter Nelligan on M: 0405 720 795.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

STAFF
Priests:

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)
Fr Joshua Nash OMI—Assistant Priest (jnash@omi.com.au)
Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon- Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 10 September

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 10: 9.15am 5.30pm Sunday 11: 7.00am 9.00am 10.30am - Alma Batsom -RIP
Monday 12: 9.15am - Giovanni Bonvino -RIP
Tuesday 13: 9.15am Wednesday 14: 9.15am Thursday 15: 9.15am - Michael & family members - RIP
Friday 16: 9.15am - Book of Prayer - Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, John King
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Michelle Furlan,
Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo, Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer,
Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan, Ron & Clare Cashin, Helen Ford,
Gloria Grew, Berty Silva

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES

Baptisms: 11th September

Margaret Moody, Winifred Hudson, Joe Williams, Fiona Bradbrook,
Veronica Gallagher, Bernard O’Rourke, John Daniels, Joanna Krol, Raj
Irudayaraj, Mary Heywood, Sarah Jackson, Maxwell Foale, Alma Batson,
Maria Smit, Antonia Ruta, Milan Prokop, Mary Foster, Lesley Hall, Ernest
Ralph, Elisca Balzon, Maryanne Cullen

Hazel Ruby Gregor, daughter of Matthew & Rachel Clark
Bryn William Parker Smith, son of Raymond & Lauren

Cleaners Roster: 14-16 Sep - Group 3
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

If you would like to have the weekly Bulletin emailed to you,
please send your email id to the parish to have your name
added to the list.

Linen for September - M Zotti
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –18/9- Group 1
Morning Tea Hosts: 18/9 Nash OLOH: Shaw

Pope F rancis mourns death of Queen Elizabeth II
Shortly after her death, Pope Francis sent a
telegram to offer his condolences to King Charles
for the death of his mother, the UK’s longestserving monarch.
“Deeply saddened to learn of the death of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, I offer heartfelt
condolences to Your Majesty, the Members of
the Royal Family, the People of the United
Kingdom and the Commonwealth.”
Source: Vatican News.

