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10th July 2022

15th Sunday Ordinary Time - Year C
Readings next weekend 16th Sunday Ordinary Time Yr C: Gen 18:1 -10, Col 1:24-28, Lk 10:38-42

OUR FELLOW BELIEVERS – FRIENDS NOT FOES￼
Denominational identity in me runs deep. Born, baptized, and raised a Roman Catholic, Roman
Catholicism is my second nature, like a brand on my skin. I have no regrets about the congenital grip
this has on me, even though now I think of it more as a foundation than as an endpoint in my faith
journey.
The Roman Catholicism in which I was raised inserted me into the mystery of Christ – Jesus, the
church, the sacraments, the Sermon on the Mount. For this, I couldn’t be more grateful. It also
taught me to be slow in judging anyone. However, it also taught me (with some allowances for
Protestants) that basically only Roman Catholics would go to heaven, that the Roman Catholic
Eucharist is the only one that yields the full “real presence”, and that Roman Catholicism is the only
fully authentic way of being Christian. Moreover, non-Christians (those not baptized) could not go to
heaven, except by grave exception. Only later did I learned that a number of other Christian
denominations and world religions returned the favor and saw Roman Catholicism as deviant.
Things have changed for me and for many others. I am still unwaveringly a Roman Catholic, but now
I am living out my faith and my Roman Catholicism in communion with Anglicans, Episcopalians,
Protestants, Evangelicals, Jewish believers, and Muslims, all of whom are now cherished faith
companions for me. At this stage of my life, I appreciate very deeply the truth (that Ephesians
affirms) that ultimately there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of
all, especially as I come more and more to appreciate that all of us who share this one God also
share the same heartaches.

Several years ago, I met with a group of Divinity students at Yale University. The students came from
a variety of Christian backgrounds and denominations, but shared a common goal; all were training
for some kind of ministry, lay or ordained, in their particular denomination. It was an open
discussion where they asked me questions. Two questions dominated the discussion. The first was a
practical one, “How do you get a job in the church?” The second pertained to our topic. A number of
the students asked this question, “Can I belong to more than one denomination at the same time?
Can I be an Evangelical and Roman Catholic at the same time? Can I be at one and the same time a
Protestant Evangelical Roman Catholic if I value aspects of all three faith traditions?”
I was without hard answers and their questions left me with my own questions which I am
encountering daily in the school where I teach. The Oblate School of Theology where I teachhas a PhD
program in spirituality that draws students from a variety of Christian denominations. These
students are together in the same classes, the same dining halls, and the same social circles for the
years they are studying here, all within a Roman Catholic institution. Very quickly, in months rather
than years, as they study, pray, socialize, and share with each other their common ideals and
struggles, denominational issues basically disappear. Nobody quite cares what denomination
anyone else belongs to anymore. Not that they make light of it and that there is some generic
melting down of the various denominational identities. That hasn’t been happening. The opposite –
in the ten years we have had this program, not a single student has converted to another
denomination.
However, their view of other denominations and of their own denomination has changed; in
essence, it has been enlarged. There is a universal respect for each other’s denominations, and
more than that. As these students focus on spirituality, they find that this can take them to a place
where each can be affectively supportive of other denominations, even while more deeply valuing
his or her own.
The deep lesson is this: there is a fellowship and an intimacy in faith that we can have with each
other, and an affective support we can give each other that lies beyond our denominational
differences. By studying together and sharing a common faith (one that lies beyond denominational
differences) we are realizing that what is common to us is infinitely greater (and more important)
than what separates us. We are also realizing that we all have the same heartaches.
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Moreover, this isn’t just a rarified experience happening in some divinity schools. More and more,
this is becoming the common Christian experience.

So why the continued suspicion of each other? Why are we defending more our own
denominational specificity than proactively moving towards embracing each other in a common
faith, especially since this can be done without threatening our own denominations and separate
ecclesiologies?
The invitation here is not to move towards an uncritical syncretism that blinds itself to genuine
denominational differences, but rather to begin more and more to embrace all of our brothers and
sisters in the faith, and not just our own kind.
Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI

Special Collection
This weekend 9th & 10th July at all Masses, we will have a ‘special collection’ for the Ordination of
Joshua Nash.
This gift will be given to Joshua after his Ordination on Friday 22nd July
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
Your new set of Envelopes will be available to collect next weekend. They commence 1st weekend in
August.
We ask you to please take the time to consider giving into the Parish Collection via Direct Debit (this is
money taken from your savings account each week, fortnight or month, which ever you prefer) or via
Credit Card (this is taken from your Credit Card Account each week, fortnight or month, which ever
you prefer). To have this done we need you to fill out a form which can be downloaded from our
webpage or phone or email Denise and one can be sent to you via email or post. You must fill out
your details and then this information is given to our bank to act on.
Please, as we are an Oblate Parish, we ask that you avoid using the Archdiocesan App. This app is not
free for us to have as a form of giving. The Parish is actually charged by the Archdiocese for this
service.

DIARY DATES
Monday mornings: No Mass: Liturgy with Communion with Bro Luan Ha
Special Collection for Joshua Nash Ordination: at all Masses this weekend 9th & 10th July
St Vincent de Paul Regional Meeting: Tuesday 19th July at 7pm in Foyer
Widow/ers Mass: Thursday 21st July at 11am
Ordination of Joshua Nash: Friday 22nd July at 7pm
Mass of Thanksgiving: Saturday 23rd July at 10am. NO 9.15am Mass on this Saturday.

YO U R C H U R C H N E E D S Y O U R H E L P
Church Cleaners
If you wish to help with the cleaning of the church, please contact
Denise and you will be placed onto the roster every 6th week.
New rosters will commence in August. More volunteers are
needed. Please consider helping in this ministry.
Counters needed for Sunday counting
If you can help with this ministry once every 5th week before
10.30am Mass, please contact Denise or Regina Cunningham.
Morning Tea Host for St David’s and OLOH
After almost 2 years, morning tea will recommence after the
9.00am and 10.30am Masses. Volunteers are needed at both
Mass centres. So if you can help please contact Alanna Hanger at
OLOH or Denise at the Parish Office if you wish to be on the
rosters commencing late July. Once again you will need a Police
Check for this ministry.
DUE TO NEW COVID—ALLOWING MORNING TEA AFTER MASS
MAY CHANGE.

Dear Parish Families,
Saint David’s Parish School is a Catholic School
in the Josephite Tradition catering for students
from Reception to Year 6 in a co-educational
setting.
We are currently finalising Reception
enrolments for 2023 and accepting enrolments
for 2024. We also offer a mid-year intake for
those children who turn five between 1 May
and 31 October. We welcome all applications
for enrolment from families and friends within
the Tea Tree Gully Parish.

Children’s Liturgy 2022
Our Lady of Hope – 9:00 am Sunday
St David’s Church – 10:30 am Sunday
Anyone interested in joining the Children’s Liturgy team as a
Sunday leader, please contact Amanda Bartels on 0414 255 458
or email gfdb@bigpond.net.au. Leaders will be offered training
and support and will require a ‘Working with children check’. (the
parish office can help you to do this).

Please contact the school office on 8360 6300
or visit www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/
enrolments to download an Application for
Enrolment, book a School Tour or find out
about our popular Playgroup sessions
(9.00am-10.30am every Tuesday).

Vinnie’s TTG Conference.
Food requirements: Rice, Tinned Meat & Veg, Tuna, Spreads,
Tea Bags
Photos: Gleeson College students with their donations to Vinnies.
Message from Saint David’s School: On Wednesday 29 June, the Saint David’s Parish School
community held a Pyjama Day. Pyjamas were worn on this day to remind our community how fortunate
we are to have warm pyjamas during these cold nights.
Everyone was encouraged to bring a gold coin donation on this day. Our school community was very
generous, raising $500 which we are pleased to be able to donate directly to the St Vincent De Paul Tea
Tree Gully Conference.
We hope this donation will help provide food and support for people in our local community.

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH
Parish Office Phone: 8264 4694

Email: secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au

Web Page: https://www.stdavidsttg.org.au

Church Office & Presbytery:

2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully 5091

facebook.com/ttgparish

Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.

STAFF
Priest:

Contact via St David’s Parish Office

Fr James Jeyachandran OMI - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com)

Office Manager/Secretary - Denise Crawford - secretary@stdavidsttg.org.au
Church Sacristan - David Reynolds - contact via Parish Office
Child Safe Contacts: St David’s Church - Amanda Bartels - contact 0414255458 or Parish Office
OLOH - Leah Tunks - contact 0431049947 or Parish Office
MASS TIMES
St David’s Church

Rosary - 8.50am daily
Mon-Liturgy with Communion Mass Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 10.30am
Our Lady of Hope Chapel: Sunday 9.00am

Weekday Mass times:
Weekend Mass times:

Reconciliation: Saturday morning after Morning Mass and Saturday evening from 5pm- 5.20pm.
Exposition: first Saturday of the month after morning Mass
Baptism: 12 noon Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only - contact Parish Office
Marriages: by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 6 months prior to date.

Mass Intentions for week commencing 9 July

Please pray for the sick of our Parish:

Saturday 9: 9.15am 5.30pm - Tony Callus -RIP
Sunday 10: 7.00am 9.00am - Maurice Wheatley -RIP
10.30am - Colin Atkinson -RIP
Monday 11: 9.15am - Liturgy with Communion
Tuesday 12: 9.15am - Jennifer—Special Intentions
Wednesday 13: 9.15am - Vince De Robertus -RIP
Thursday 14: 9.15am - Michael Kelly -RIP & Cesare Rulla -RIP
Friday 15: 9.15am - Book of Prayer Intentions

Rosemary Pennifold, Rowan Williams, John Williams, Trish Read
Judith Murray, Eva Pawliszewski, Emma Richards, Mary Howie,
Ron Foenander, Emily Budd, Pauline Read, Gloria Grew,
Michelle Furlan, Jane Banning, Tony Hollyman, Alana Brosolo,
Debbie Glover, Ros Rimmer, Julina Farrugia, Richard Morgan,
Ron & Clare Cashin

R.I.P.
Trevor Bourn. Sympathy to Mildred and family.
Funeral Wednesday 20th July at 10.30am at
Elizabeth & Smithfield Funeral Directors
579 Main North Rd, Elizabeth North.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES
Charles Turnbull, Kerrie Armstrong, Judy Webb, Jean Hayes,
Edmund Aleksander, Shirley Low, John Silkey, Colin Atkinson, Mary Howe,
John McPherson, Sydney Bennett, Elsie Hemming, Michael Coyne,
John Adams, Giussepe Romeo, Emma Edwards, Michael Bennett,
Cesare Rulla, Ella Goorty, Angelo Marchini, Dawn Altschwager,
Thomas Todd, Julie Bertram

Cleaners Roster: 13-15 July - Group 5
please come to the Parish Office to collect keys before you commence.

Linen for July - J Valente
Counting Roster: Next Weekend –17/7- Group 2

Religious Education Classes for State School Children
Children who are currently in Yr 3 or Yr 4 or above and have been Baptised Catholic, are invited to attend
Religious Education Classes to commence their journey for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 2022,
Confirmation and First Communion 2023.
Please enroll your child either by contacting the Parish Office, collect a form from the office or download
the form from our Web Page.
Classes are held Thursdays 3.45pm until 5pm. All classes are held in the Gerard Room with a qualified
teacher and
Fr James.
Commencement date to be advised. Children are asked to bring their pencil cases with them to these
classes.
Reconciliation for Sacramental children will take place in term 4 of this year.
Date to be decided.
If you have any questions, please contact Denise at the Parish Office.

